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How to contact News & Views: 

Jan for Feb Barbara Thomas & Mrs Gunby Editors : 

 
Tracy Morriss,  

email:mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Hilary Lees 

Rosemary Cottage, Marden, Hereford HR1 3DX 

Tel: 01432 880679 
 

email:mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk 

 

There is a box at the Mace shop (please let us know if you 

leave an article in the shop) 

Feb for Mar Bill & Veronica Wright & Mary MacKay 

Mar for Apr Geoff and Marion Nash 

Apr for May Jane Keating & Angela Jones 

May for Jun Janet & Frank Podmore (for 2019) 

Jun for Jul/Aug Caroline Cotton & Anne Thornewell 

Aug for Sept Geoff and Marion Nash (for 2019) 

Sept for Oct Betty & Keith Brookes 

Oct for Nov Stephen & Margaret Locke 

  

Printers: 
Robin & Sandy Brook and David & Lynda Bennett 

All contributions received by the editors no later than the deadline on the 15
th

of the month, will appear in the next edition and 

subject to space being available we will always do our best to get everything in. 

Disclaimer 
Articles and information submitted for inclusion in Marden News and Views are published without prejudice and in good faith and should in no 

way be assumed to express the views and opinions of the editors.  Articles submitted anonymously will not be printed. News and Views can 

accept no responsibility for any information which is incorrect or subsequently changed. 

Editors 

 
 

 
 

VILLAGE EVENTS CALENDAR 
January 2020 

 

 

February 2020 

 
March 2020 

 

Family Race Night 

April 2020 

Gardeners’ Spring Show 

Easter Bingo 

Quiz Night 

May 2020 

Benefice Sponsored Walk 
Table Top Sale and Gardeners Ass’ 

Plant Sale 

 

June 2020 

School Fete 
Church and Community Fete 

Pre-School Bingo 

Strawberry Fayre 

July 2020 

 
 

August 2020 

 
 

September 2020 

Autumn Fayre & Dog show 

Sponsored Ride & Stride 

Gardeners’ Autumn Show 
Amberley Harvest Lunch 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

October 2020 

Marden Harvest Supper 

Bags2school 

Quiz Night 

November 2019 

Mini Firework display and 

Halloween Disco 

Christmas Bazaar 
29th Pre School Bazaar & Christmas 

Bingo 

December 2019 

 

 

It has been suggested that we keep a village calendar by month to show events happening in the village. Dates can be sent to us in the usual way. 
 

 

  

Marden Chapel Services 
 

Services at 10am every Sunday.  

 

Services last about an hour and are followed by 

refreshments. 

 

 All welcome. 

 

Marden Community Centre Bookings 
If you would like to make a booking for the Centre, please contact - Chris Wathen on 01568 797876. 

Alternatively, if no reply from the above number, please contact  - Paula Barrett on  07985 576230. 

Or email mardencommunitycentrehereford@hotmail.com 

 

General Data Protection Regulation 
Marden Parish Council (PC) and Marden News & Views (N&V) are committed to safeguarding your personal data and complying with the 

rights of individuals under the GDPR. The PC Privacy Notice and other GDPR documents can be accessed on the website using this link 

https://www.mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk/parish-council/data-protection-gdpr/. Submitting an article or advertisement for 

publication or contacting N&V for any other reason, is taken as positive consent under GDPR for N&V to hold your data and for publication 

in hard copy and electronic form on the parish website. Such data will only be kept for purposes relating to N&V. Please contact us on 

mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk or our usual telephone numbers if you want your data deleted 
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VILLAGE CLUB NEWS 

 
MARDEN WI 
At our Annual Meeting Sue Price and Sandy Brook stood down from the committee and Moira Thomas and Louisa Ash were 
elected to the vacant positions. The rest of the committee were re-elected en bloc and Celia Clutterbuck was re-elected as our 
President. After the formalities of the Annual Meeting, members enjoyed refreshments and discussed their favourite childhood 
books which brought back many happy memories. 
Our Christmas Party meeting on Thursday 12

th
 December will be held at the Methodist Chapel as the Community Centre is being 

used as a polling station for the General Election. Our speakers will be the Discover History Group presenting “Christmas through 
the Ages”. 
Our first meeting of the New Year will be held on Thursday 9

th
 January when Bill Wright will be telling us all about “The History of 

Morris Dancing”. 

Visitors to our monthly meetings are always welcome. 
SB 

 

GUIDES NEWS 
Rainbows Promise ceremony 
It was lucky 13 for Sutton Rainbows first ever promise night! On Wednesday 23rd October 13 girls and 1 leader made their 
Rainbow Promise. The evening started with each girl making her own promise potion containing stars to represent doing our best 
and rose petals representing being kind and helpful . We have had a busy opening term, working towards our drawing and 
communicate badge and we are all looking forward to our first trip to the cinema for the Girlguiding screening of Frozen 2. 
Marden Guides took part in the Remembrance Sunday service at Marden. We laid a wreath at the war memorial, then processed 
with flags at the service in the village hall – as the church was out of action due to flooding. We recently enjoyed a photography 
evening, to help the girls work towards their Photographer badge. We are also looking forward to joining the Rainbows and 
Brownies at the cinema to see Frozen 2. 
The Marden District Fun Day was a great success – girls tried out activities from our new programme, and we have several new 
members who have joined us. If you missed the Fun Day but would still like to find out more about us, you are very welcome to 
come along to see what we do. Just contact one of the leaders below.  
Welcome to Sutton & Marden Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Rangers – the fun starts here! 

For Rainbows (Age 5-7) please contact Laura at Suttonrainbow@gmail.com 
For Brownies (Age 7-10 years) contact Trish on 01432 880859 
For Guides (Age 10 – 14 years) and Rangers (Age 14-18 years ) contact Alison on 01432 880094 or email 
mardenguides@outlook.com 
Guiding is fun for adults too! You could help us regularly or just occasionally if you prefer. Perhaps you have some special skills that 
you could share with us. If you are interested, please contact Alison. 

Alison Thomas – Guide Leader 
 
 

MARDEN GARDENERS CLUB 
The club held their November AGM and elected three new officers for 2020.  
Angela Sasso will be the new Chairperson, Duncan Rogers will be Secretary and Moira Thomas will be Treasurer. The new 
officers and the existing long standing Committee will be looking at ways to increase our membership and community involvement 
for the coming year.  
The Club meets on the 2nd Tuesday evening of each month with guest speakers covering a wide range of gardening related topics. 
We also arrange trips out to local gardens in the summer as well as the organise the Spring and Autumn Shows. Whether you are 
an experienced gardener, just beginning, or want some inspiration for that empty new plot, we aim to make it interesting and 
informative for all. Annual membership is just £12 or £3 for non-members to attend our talks.  
Our speaker for January is Herefordshire author and garden historian Bill Laws who will be talking on "The Curious History of 
Vegetables" https://billlaws.wordpress.com/books/ 
Questions? Call Angela Sasso on 01432 882 102 
"To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow"  - Audrey Hepburn 

June Poole 
 
 

MARDEN BRANCH – HEREFORD WILDLIFE TRUST 
The November meeting on Wednesday 6

th
 had a very interesting speaker Richard Bavin, Resident artist of the Wildlife Trust about 

‘Painting Herefordshire’s Trees’ He gave an outline of how he started as an artist,  truly inspirational.  
Our next meeting will be divided into 2 parts on Wednesday 4

th
 December.  

Firstly at Queenswood for a walk and talk followed by lunch if you want, in the café where there is a good choice of food at very 
reasonable prices. Meet in Marden playing field carpark at 10am to car share to arrive at 10.30am or go straight to Queenswood for 
10.30am                                                       Any donations given on the day will be go straight to the Trust. Marden branch gave 
£150 to the Trust at the November meeting.  
The second event of the day will be at the Marden Community lounge at 7pm. A small fun quiz and games will take place. Please 
bring a plate of food to share and drink plus one secret Santa gift costing no more than £5. Come and have fun! 
We close for January & February and start our evenings on March 4

th
 at a new time of 7.30pm. 

For more information contact Mary on 01432880107 or email Jess on jessicatidball60@gmail.com 
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VILLAGE CLUB NEWS Cont. 
 

MARDEN ARTS & CRAFTS 
In November we shall be welcoming Alexana Blott who makes unique sculptures from stainless steel cutlery. This 
should be an interesting evening finding out how Alexana makes her beautiful and unusual sculptures and we look 
forward to seeing you on Monday 25

th
 November at 7.45pm in the Community Lounge. 

We do not have a meeting in December so on Monday 27
th
 January we will be holding our AGM. There is a very short 

business meeting and then we shall be celebrating our 10
th
 Birthday. 

Visitors are always welcome and you don’t have to be a particularly ‘crafty person’ to enjoy our talks, demonstrations 
and hands-on session. We’ll be very pleased to see you. 

SB 

 

MARDEN HISTORY SOCIETY 
Another year moving towards its end and time to write for the last News and Views of 2019. I wrote last month about 
many of the varied talks we have had but I can’t finish without thanking Roger Sell for his very interesting talk in 
October about submarines and his experiences working in them.  Our plans for next year are nearing completion and I 
look forward to sharing the details with you in January. But before that we still have our November meeting to look 
forward to and then on December 16

th
 our Christmas lunch together. We will be eating at the Burghill Valley Golf Club 

again and Sandra Watkins has menus so that choices can be made in advance. If there are any members or friends 
who would like to join us for a relaxing lunch in December please let me know ... geoffn2@hotmail.co.uk or call Sandra 
Watkins on 01432 880258 to book or ask for further details. 
Other than the lunch in December, we will not be meeting together until February and the information for that meeting 
will be in News and Views at the end of January.  
In closing may I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Prosperous New Year. 
                                                                                        GN 
 

CHAPEL CHAT 
November has been quite an eventful month. At our Friendship Hour Sarah Hollingdale from Hereford Cathedral told 
us about her work researching and restoring the Cloisters. In bygone centuries the services were sung by twenty six 
Vicars who were a mixed bunch to say the least. They complained a lot, quarrelled intermittently, drank copious 
amounts of alcohol and smuggled women into their quarters. In their favour they were generally supportive of each 
other even to the extent of looking after the widow and daughter of a colleague. That they enhanced the services with 
their singing seems beyond question as, bad behaviour notwithstanding, their roles lasted for eight centuries. 
The Chapel grounds suffered an invasion of part of a flock of over forty sheep. Luckily they were spotted by John 
Gallimore as he drove past and he immediately notified his neighbour, Brian Adamson. Apart from some nibbling of 
foliage and a rather drastic pruning of the ivy, little damage was done before the woolly escapees were returned to 
more suitable pastures but they certainly left their mark in their own inimitable way. Thank you to John for “heading 
them up and moving them out” and to Brian and his son Stephen for ensuring that we didn't need to watch where we 
stepped when we attended the Sunday service. 
There will be no meeting in December but we start again on 30

th
 January.. 

SA 

 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
We will be meeting on the second Tuesday (10 December) for our Christmas lunch. This year it is at Brockington Golf 
Course in Bodenham, starting at 12.30 pm, and costing £14.50. Please contact Jess Tidball if you would like to attend. 
Our first meeting in 2020 will be on Tuesday 4 February when we will discuss the year's programme. The venue will be 
announced nearer this date. 
Thank you to Rev Alison Leigh for telling us about her trip to Lambeth Palace and about her 25 years of ministry as a 
priest. 
Subscriptions of £25 for 2020 will be due at the February meeting - cash or cheques (Mothers' Union Diocese of 
Hereford) please. 
Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 
PG 

 
 
MARDEN & SUTTON OVER 60’S 
The last meeting took place playing bingo and having a good chat putting the world to rights. The trip to Dobbies 
Garden Centre is on Dec 5

th
 leaving the school at 1045 am. We still have seats available, so if you would like to come, 

ring Jean Price on 01432 880398. Thank you to all the people who have helped me over the past 12 years; Cath, 
Arthur, Sue, Barbara, Lesley, Sandra and many more. Without the people in the background, many clubs would not 
survive. Thank you once again. 

JP 
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THE WILDSIDE OF MARDEN 
 

Winter is certainly here with too much rain and already very cold days. I expect many mammals have gone 
into winter mode and are probably suffering from the excess water everywhere. Marden and Bodenham 
churches have suffered flooding due to the vast deluge of rain falling locally as well as heading down from 
Wales. After the flood water had mostly drained from Marden church we found one dead field mouse, poor 
little thing, overcome by water, cold and lack of food (although many people don’t like to see these little 
mammals indoors). The extra lakes in the fields have attracted many birds to the water or to the edges to 
forage for the worms and similar foods, so not all doom and gloom.  
Although we have lost many orchards in the past two years, it was good to see a massive flock of red wings 
flying over Marden where they will be staying for the winter dining on apples, berries and worms. Once again I 
have not seem any field fares, a larger thrush with them.  
One wild life watcher has had visitors to their pond. One they think is mammalian, possibly an otter so they 
have set up a camera to see if they can identify their intruder. However, on a few occasions they have been 
visited by a kingfisher. It has also fished in their pond and they have lost a few little fish but they say it was 
worth it. They are not close to the river but with the back log of water along brooks and fields it has brought 
these birds nearer to their home. Possibly, avoiding the rapid moving full river. I thought I would share this 
information from the RSPB website about Kingfishers. Quote: Kingfishers are small unmistakable bright blue 
and orange birds of slow moving or still water. They fly rapidly, low over water, and hunt fish from riverside 
perches, occasionally hovering above the water's surface. They are vulnerable to hard winters and habitat 
degradation through pollution or unsympathetic management of watercourses. Kingfishers are amber listed 
because of their unfavourable conservation status in Europe. They are also listed as a Schedule 1 species 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. 
I have often seen them near the Lugg mostly identified by a turquoise streak of colour but these wild life 
watchers have had a good sighting as the bird has perched by their pond before fishing There are many 
relations of the Kingfisher over 100 different types mostly found in the tropical regions of the world and even 
in forests. One of the tree kingfishers that I like is the Laughing Kookaburra from Australia. It is quite a large 
bird and I have seen them in the Cotswold Wildlife Park but I remember as a brownie in my childhood, singing 
about them sitting in an old gum tree. It is quite drab as a kingfisher not colourful as our British one or many of 
the species. I wish you all a colourful Christmas season and a good new year to come. JT Nov.2019 
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URGENTLY REQUIRED 
 

EDITOR 
 

Due to increasing work pressures amongst other things the Editor of the News 
and views is standing down. This December/ January edition is my last. 
 
If you are computer literate and would like to contribute to support the village 
where you live and its communities then please get in touch. 
 

Please contact mardennewsandveiws@hotmail.co.uk ASAP 

TRADITIONAL FISH AND CHIPS. 
Pies,sausages,kebabs etc, 

and much much more. 
Coming to the village of Marden, 

every Tuesday  5 til 8pm,throughout 
the year.We will be by the park near the 

school. 
DSP MOBILE CATERING 

Also parties weddings etc catered for. 
 

Tel 07593 879238 
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Family Fun Race Night - March 2020 
 

Plans are already being made for the next race night. If any local businesses, groups, or people would like to 
sponsor a race (£20), or purchase horses (£5 each) then please get in touch with me. Donations of raffle 

prizes are also gratefully received. 
 

So keep your eyes on N&Vs and local notice boards in the coming months for more details, then come and 
join us for a fun evening! 

 
Chris Wathen.      Tel: 01568 797876   Email:  criswas@tiscali.co.uk 
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MARDEN PRE-SCHOOL,BREAKFAST & AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 

REGISTERED CHARITY: 1031941 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

Friday 6th December 2019 
3pm – 5pm 

Marden Community Centre 
 

 RAFFLE

 BOTTLE STALL

 CAKE STALL

FESTIVE STALLS 

KNITTED GIFTS 

 

A VISIT FROM FATHER CHRISTMAS 
& LOTS MORE FUN FOR ALL 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

MARDEN PRE-SCHOOL BREAKFAST & AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
CHARITY REGISTRATION 1031941 

CHRISTMAS BINGO NIGHT 
FRIDAY 6

th
 December  2019 

At 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 
DOORS OPEN 6.30pm 
EYES DOWN 7.00pm 

A fun evening with Prizes to be won 
Refreshments/hot dogs will be served 

Everyone welcome & we look forward to seeing you on the night! 

 
 

NEWS FROM S&A 
 
S&A Produce & Marden Community Local Liaison Committee Meeting 
It has been necessary to reschedule the post-season meeting of the above Committee and we are in the 
process of securing another date prior to Christmas.  Following the meeting, a copy of the minutes from this 
meeting will be available on the Parish website. 
On behalf of S&A I would like to wish the Marden community a Merry Christmas and a very Happy & 
Prosperous New Year! 
Kindest regards. 
JUDE NORCOTT, 
Public Relations Manager – S&A Produce (UK) Ltd. 
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Marden Community Centre 
 

Are you planning an event to take place in 2020?  Don't be disappointed - get your booking in now in the 
new diary! 

 
Chris Wathen, Lettings Secretary, Tel: 01568 797876  email: criswas@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
Re: Highways Matters 
Recent Heavy Rainfall and Flooding 
Herefordshire council staff and our contractors BBLP have been working together dealing with flooded roads 
and affected communities.  
In the case of extreme weather, road closures are listed on the Herefordshire Council website at 
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/roads and school closures and transport alerts at 
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/schoolalerts 
Locally flooding occurred on Haywood Lane (C1122).  The C1120 Moreton Road to Marden flooded as well. 
 
Mud on Roads  
At this time of year, look out for ‘mud on road’ information signs and drive accordingly.  If there are large 
quantities of mud on the road, please call 01432 261800 to report it (This number is answered 24/7) 
 
Re: Laystone Bridge, Major Bridge Repairs and Parapet Wall Repair  
Balfour Beatty have advised of the following road closure: 
C1122 - Laystone Bridge, Marden (C1122 from C1120 to Wellington Crossing) 
Monday 25

th
 November 2019 to (and including) Friday 20

th
 December 2019  

Full road closure from 08.00 hours on Monday, 25th November 2019 and will not re-open until Friday 20
th
 

December 2019 at 17.00 hours 
Balfour Beatty engineers are currently considering how best to repair the damage caused, and how to 
reduce the chances of future strikes.  
  
Christmas Rubbish and Recycling collection are due to change as follows: 
No collections on Wednesday 25

th
 December, Thursday 26

th
 December and Wednesday 1

st
 January 2020 

Revised collection day Saturday 28
th
 December, Sunday 29

th
 December and Saturday 4

th
 January 2020 

Please put your bin out by 6.30 am as collections may be earlier over the festive period.  If you have too 
much waste for your bins, the Household Recycling Centres, are open as normal, but closed on Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.  For further information look up Herefordshire Council website 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/bincollection. 
 
Free parking for Christmas events and late night shopping  
The council car parks in Hereford city centre, on street pay & display and the Old Market car park will be free 
for shoppers after 4pm for late night Christmas shopping on  4th, 11th and 18th December. There will be a 
range of shops open late including Maylord shopping centre, the Old Market, High Town and the 
surrounding area.  These concessions do not apply to Friars Street car park or any private car parks in the 
city centre, except the Old Market. 
 
Herefordshire Council has also been working with town councils to offer free parking in council car parks for 
the following events: 

 Kington Food & Drink Festival: Friday 6
th
 and Saturday 7th December 

 Leominster Small Business Saturday: Saturday 7th December 

 Leominster Victorian Street Market: Saturday 14th December 
Search for seasonal events across the county at www.herefordshire.gov.uk/events 
 

SEASONS GREETINGS 
“HAPPY Christmas and BEST WISHES FOR THE New Year” 

With Kind Regards 
Kema 

Please contact me with any queries you may have on the above issues on: Tel: 01432 830577 or email 
address kguthrie@herefordshire.gov.uk 

 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/roads
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BODENHAM AND DISTRICT CARERS GROUP 
 

The group is open to anyone who cares for a relative or friend on an unpaid basis – even if that person 
doesn’t live with you or is in residential care. 
We meet on the third Monday of each month at 2pm at Siward James Community Centre, Bodenham HR1 
3LS.  It’s a very informal, supportive group and you don’t have to come each time – drop in and out as you 
can.   
We sometimes have speakers who may be helpful in your caring role, sometimes just have interesting 
people on non-caring subjects but always a cuppa, plenty of biscuits, a good chat, mostly a good laugh. 
Everything is completely confidential so it’s also the opportunity to share difficulties.   
Our December meeting, December 16

th
  is a Christmas social with mince pies and hopefully a bit of a plan 

for next year. 
If you would like to know more about us please contact Margaret James either by email or phone -  
majameshcl@gmail.com or 01568 797096 (if you ring and get the answerphone please do leave a 
message and I’ll get back to you – don’t just hang up!) 

 

FLY THE MARDEN FLAG 

The beautiful Marden Flag is free to be flown by anyone at any time.  
The Parish Council has very kindly agreed for it to be flown on the Parish Flagpoles on the following: 
Marden Flag Day – 23 June; St Ethelbert’s Day – 20 May and whenever the Union Jack is raised, provided 
the second flagpole is free, including Remembrance Day.  
If you would like to have the Marden Flag flown for you on a particular date, say for a wedding, birth, 
significant birthday, in memoriam or at half-mast for a funeral then please ask for your date and why, by 
email or phone and giving your contact details for reply, to John Roberts who will do his best to have it 
flown on your day, provided both flagpoles are not already in use. Contact him on cgcs@btinternet.com or 
01432 880 698 with your request.  

 

IF YOU LIKE SINGING COME AND JOIN THE BENEFICE CHOIR. 
 
2019 Benefice Choir Carol Service practices to be held at Marden community/school hall. 
 
Sunday 1

st
 December 2.30-3.30pm 

Sunday 8
th
 December 2.30-3.30pm 

Saturday 14
th
 December 10am 

Saturday 21
st
 December 10am 

Carol Services:  
Sutton St Nicholas Sunday 15

th
 December 3pm 

Preston Wynne Sunday 22
nd

 December 11.15 
Marden Sunday 22

nd
 December 3pm ( probably in the school hall) 

Amberley Christmas Eve 24
th
 December 6.30pm 

 
It would be lovely to be able to come and sing but you may not be able to make all of the practices or all of 
the Carol Services. 
 
If you fancy singing with Bodenham Choir their practices are on Fridays and their Carol Service is Sunday 
22

nd
 at 6pm.  (Venue to be arranged) 

 
For more details Contact Jess Tidball 01568797227 or Tony Smith 01432278751 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Can you spare an hour a month to deliver the News and Views to the houses in your local vicinity? 
 

Perhaps there is a young person willing to deliver in their local area; volunteering always looks good on a 
CV. 

 
Please get in touch via mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk 
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