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DUE TO FLOODING THERE MAY BE CHANGES TO WHERE SERVICES ARE HELD. 
Please  keep an eye on notice boards and the website www.maundchurches.org.uk 

MARDEN (School Hall) 

1st             Holy  Communion ..................... 11.15 am .......................................................... Fr. Bob Bates 

  
    

8th    MARDEN (School Hall) ..................................................................... 11.15 am 

Light up a Life events are very special, full of warmth and love. They are held by hospices across the world at 
Christmastime to remember and celebrate life.  Each light is dedicated to a loved one – it could be in 
memoriam, to celebrate the gift of friendship or to mark a special occasion.  The lights lit at these special 
services are also beacons for everything that St Michael’s stands for – giving care to local people and 
supporting their families and friends, in Herefordshire and the surrounding counties. If you would like to 

dedicate a light to a loved one, please contact Jess on 01568 797227 or email jessicatidball60@gmail.com  

MARDEN  

15th  Holy  Communion .................... 11.15 am .............................................. Rev Paul Roberts 
 

22nd    AMBERLEY CHAPEL 

 Holy Communion ...................... 9.30 am .............................................  Rev. Paul Roberts 

 

 MARDEN  

    CAROL SERVICE    ...................  3 pm ...................  Rev. Paul Roberts 
 Followed by mulled wine and mince pies. 

 

24th MARDEN  

 CRIB SERVICE .......................... 3.00pm ......................... Rosie & Alison 

 AMBERLEY CHAPEL  

     CAROL SERVICE  ................. 6.30 pm .................... Rev. Paul Roberts 
 
 

25th MARDEN  

                Christmas Day  ................................ 10.30 am .................... Rev. Paul Roberts 
 
 

29th   AMBERLEY CHAPEL 

 Group Service........................................ 10 am ...................  Rev. Paul Roberts 
 
 

MARDEN  

5th ........................ Holy Communion ................. 11.15 am  

 

MARDEN 

12th  ........................... CHRISTINGLE    -------- 11.15 am   

BODENHAM CHURCH 

19th    GROUP SERVICE ............................ 10.00 am 
 
AMBERLEY CHAPEL  

 26th    Morning Praise  ............................ 9.30 am  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marden News & Views – December 2019 / January 2020 
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Next workparty:  
Saturday 7th December  

Not in January, then 3
rd

 Sat in Feb. 
If you are able to help, just turn 

up. (10am to 1pm). 
 

 

As we reach the end of another 
year we should like to thank 
everyone who has volunteered at 
the Church: the Altar Guild, flower 
arrangers, cleaners and those who 
provide cakes and refreshments 
and help at our fundraising events.   

….. to Sandra who looks after our Community Library and to 
Mike who manages our 200 Club.   

….. to our band of bell ringers who ring regularly for us   

….. to the Yardbirds who turn out in all weathers to keep our 
churchyard tidy and managed 

….. to our organists who provide uplifting and beautiful music  

Thank you to all the community who loyally support 
our events and endeavours each year.  We wish you a 
very happy Christmas and a blessed new year.                                  

 
 
 

 

More News from your Parish Church 
– St Mary the Virgin Marden & Amberley Chapel 

Marden News & Views – December 2019 / January 2020 

Dear Friends,   

As the shortest day fast approaches, it is unsurprising that minds have turned to light over the centuries at this 
time of the year.  Putting the clocks back at the end of October only puts off the inevitable temporarily.  In the 
Christian tradition, this time of year begins with Advent, the preparation for the coming of Jesus – the light of 
the world – at Christmas.  Sunday by Sunday a new candle is lit in the advent wreath until the Christmas candle 
in the centre is lit at Christmas Eve.   

Epiphany follows Christmas when the stories of Jesus being recognised as the light of the world are remembered; from the three Kings, 
Simeon, culminating in Candlemas at the season’s end as the days begin to lengthen once again.   

Thinking of Jesus Christ as light is not simply a seasonal thing.  He is with us in the darkness of illness, fear or grief, bringing healing and 
comfort and illuminating the way forward.  With this in mind, we will be holding a Light up a Life service in conjunction with St Michael’s 
Hospice on 8

th
 December at 11.15am.  This service helps families and friends to come together to remember and celebrate the lives of loved 

ones.  Keep an eye on notice boards and the website www.maundchurches.org.uk for more details. 

Details of our Advent, Christmas and Epiphany services are also available in this edition.  It would be lovely to see you over the festive season 
to celebrate the light of the Christ child this year.                          With every blessing,  Paul 

 

CHRISTMAS –  

We are praying that the  

the church will soon 

be dry and back in  

use after the flood. 

Each Christmas we decorate the church 

for this special time and this year the 

theme is to be NATIVITIES 

If you would like to help please call  

Jess Tidball nearer the time to check if the 

church is back in use. 
 01568 797227 or email jessicatidball60@gmail.com 

 

Isn’t it funny how fortunes can swing so widely within a few days?  On Monday 28 October 
we awoke to discover that flood water had once again ravaged the church to a depth of 
several inches. On Thursday 31 October we gained second place in the prestigious King of 
Prussia award for the restoration of the bell tower. 

The flood water receded fairly quickly from the church building, although at the time of writing 
it remains a threat as it seems reluctant to disappear from the car park.   

The insurance company was quickly on site to assess the damage and the cleaning company arrived a little later to begin the 
cleaning and drying process.  The flood problems have been exacerbated by the ongoing work to the roof of the chancel; 
scaffolding, plastic sheeting and boarding (laid to protect the chancel floor) has hampered the drying process.  Carpet tiles, laid 
after the 2007 flooding, have been removed and will requiring replacing, and sadly most of the pew kneelers will have to be 
discarded.  The assessor advised that we will have to wait to see how the cupboards and chairs dry out before a judgement is 
made on any replacements required. It is too early to predict when the church will be available for services and until further 
notice, worship will continue in the school hall. 

Shortly after our application to the National Churches Trust for the King of Prussia award, we were advised that the tower was on 
a short list of five and the awards ceremony would take place on 31 October in London. We were represented by Simon Adams 
of John Taylor Bell Founders. The required photographs and displays were submitted beforehand and the judging panel 
comprised of HRH the Duke of Gloucester, Prince Nicolas Von Preussen together with senior figures of the NCT. Marden tower 
restoration was in fact runner up and Simon accepted the certificate from Prince Nicolas on behalf of Marden church. – who also 
confided to Simon that his personal view was that Marden should have won!          Dave Evans 
 

 

 

LIBRARY – The church remains open but please be careful of wet 
floors and equipment being used to dry things out.  Sandra, our 
librarian, has cleared out all damaged books so the library is 
available to use.     Thank you for your support. 
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