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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR  

THE MEETING OF MARDEN PARISH COUNCIL ON 11 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

3.1 West Mercia Police Safer Neighbourhood Team – PS Gareth King, PC Bart McDonagh, PCSO Skye Jenkins 
Get in touch 
 101 to talk to your local SNT/report a crime 
 herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  /  @HerefordCops 
Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in progress or life is in danger. If you would prefer to report a crime 
anonymously please contact West Mercia CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111. For all non emergency reports please call 101. 
For all other enquiries please email herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

 News 
 John Campion the West Mercia Police and Crime Commissioner has recently launched his draft Rural Crime Strategy for 

consultation. The strategy sets out how the Commissioner will: 
 •Improve confidence that rural communities have in the police.  
 •Ensure the financial resources he has committed to rural crime, provide a dedicated team within each policing area.  
 •Ensure victims of crime in rural areas receive the support they need, and are not disadvantaged by their location.  
   A copy of the draft strategy is available to view on our website at the following page: https://www.westmercia-

pcc.gov.uk/consultation-rural-crime-strategy/  
 
8. Herefordshire Council has recently declared a climate emergency, as have many other county, town and parish councils, 

both within Herefordshire and around the country. 
 In Herefordshire one of the leading parishes for this issue is Fownhope, working closely with Herefordshire Green Network 

(HGN) – whose Chair is a Fownhope Cllr. Fownhope facilitated set up of an Environmental Working Group, initially 
supported by PC to write policies, declaration etc, then taken over by community as action group. They are happy for other 
PCs to use the documents and policies they have developed and their ideas.  

 Friends of the Earth has also produced a document with 20 actions parish and town councils can take on the climate and 
nature emergency, summarised as follows: 

 Be a force for good – use what influence you have  
 Encourage formation of Climate Action Groups – may be marching, plant trees, sort out workplace – CAG think and work 
together and back up decision making 
 Declare a climate and nature emergency with a commitment to act 
 Actively support small and large planning applications for new renewable energy in the area 
 Promote practical action by local people – accessing insulation, planting trees, work together to start renewable energy 
project, help people understand newer technologies eg heat pumps 
 Bring together groups of people for bulk purchase – oil buying, insulation etc 
 Develop and promote lift-sharing scheme – helps address loneliness as well 
 Talk about what doing – parish magazine etc 

 Demonstrate leadership through your own actions 
 Save energy and produce green energy 
 Reduce pesticide use and other harmful activities – even though need to address weed control 
 Manage land for nature – lawns as well as verges etc 
 Increase tree cover – not going to save the planet on its own but need higher tree cover – tree for every child born in 

parish – ameliorate flood and heat wave effects 
 Buy green – may be more expensive but need to lead for planet and community 
 Use green transport – electric bikes, electric vehicles think about leasing 
 Maximise recycling – try and avoid plastics, composting 
 Ensure money invested wisely – not in fossil fuels 

 Embed climate change and nature in decision-making 
 Ensure you know about the climate change or nature implications of decisions before you make them – think about how 

heat hall, solar panels etc 
 Identify sites within NDPs for trees, renewable energy and nature restoration – localism  
 Use NDPs to ensure above in plans 
 Use differential car-parking charges to support low-carbon vehicles  
 Develop safe walking and cycling routes – need joined up network not stopping at a road, segregated cycleways 
 Don’t avoid difficult decisions (offsetting emissions isn’t a ‘get out of jail free’ card) – offsetting doesn’t actually work 

 You’ll have support – encourage it! 
 Schools, individuals – can do things even if not go on strike 
 Young people on your side 
 Health benefits – helps climate as well when reduce pollution, co-benefit 
 Economic opportunities and jobs – heat pumps are opportunities not problems if explained well 
 Resilience – didn’t listen back in 1990, but really need to now as it is an emergency – tree planting, insulation help 

resilience in community 
 Increased social cohesion – have to come together as community to solve climate emergency and that increases social 

cohesion. 
 The Great Collaboration – HGN set up project to support cllrs and communities: to embrace opportunity of Herefordshire’s 

Declaration of a Climate Emergency; to encourage wider understanding of carbon calculating and how Zero Carbon model 
might be applied to Herefordshire; to develop relevant practical solutions. 
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 Invitation from HGN – to meeting, currently dates in Hereford Monday 18 November, Bromyard 28 Wednesday 

November, Ledbury Monday 20 January. Dates in Leominster and Ross early next year. Places need to be booked. 
 
9.1 Work done in October: mowing x1; P3 strim x1; second weed control application; clear round grit bins; cut grips with digger 

throughout parish 
 Work  due in November: check grit bins 
 
9.3 The Fundraising Group held an enjoyable Quiz Night which raised £174. The full Community Facilities group met with 

Architype in attendance who presented several sketch designs. The group chose the design attributes most appropriate to 
be taken forward. A lot of discussion was focused on the positioning of the building now that we know that the plans for New 
House Farm will not take account of the enhancement agreed with the Price family. Based on the discussions Architype will 
produce a revised plan to be included in the Community Consultation Document. The group are now planning details for the 
Consultation Day on 7th December. Approval is requested for the cost of the day £357. Made-up from - food £50, hire of 
display stands if required £205, plus £112 to cover preparation and printing. 

 Help requested from Cllrs for hand delivering consultation document – no postage, so reduced costs as resolved by PC at 
October meeting. 

 
9.5 Community Heartbeat Trust have given consent for PC to maintain and use the BT box. 
 Quote for work on phone box - £284 (scrape interior ceiling and repaint with metal paint, cut back and clear vegetation, 

install pin board on rear panel, install double ply-wood shelving unit over missing pane of glass 
 Quote for proposed cupboard in disabled shower room - £828.22 (cap off shower water pipes, panel over rear wall and sides 

with unpainted moisture-resistant MDF, put in 3 shelves, make timber partition at front, install door frame and hang door with 
lock) 

 
9.6 Bill for £122.01 submitted by editor for paper and card for 2020 edition. Editor has emailed to inform PC that is stepping 

down after this edition, as external printing will require different format. 
 
9.7 Request for grant of £132 for hire of chipper to dispose of brush, branches and wood to be cleared by volunteers from Group 

to improve access. 
 
9.8 User evidence added to historical record has strengthened case and bridleway now recommended for addition to Definitive 

Map. 
 

 
 
9.9 Position Statement of 15.10.19 from Herefordshire Council: 
 River Lugg is currently failing its conservation targets of phosphate levels as a result of water pollution from both ‘point’ 

source in particular sewage outlets and ‘diffuse’ source agricultural run-off. A recent legal ruling has said that in this situation 
there is limited scope for approval of additional damaging effects – that is new housing development – in the affected area, 
which includes the parish. 

 There is potential for positive assessment  to enable development to proceed, on Natural England’s advice, where it can be 
demonstrated that any impacts would be neutral or would lead to betterment. 

 In relation to discharges to drainage fields, Natural England have indicated that if the following criteria are in place then 
phosphorous would be unlikely to reach the river and there is therefore no pathway for impacts, the development could 
therefore be acceptable: 
 The drainage field is more than 50m from the designated site boundary or sensitive 

 interest feature (includes Habitats of Principal Importance and other designated ecological important features identified 
through Core Strategy SD4/LD2/SS6 and; 
 The drainage field is more than 50m from any surface water feature e.g. ditch, drain, 

 watercourse, and; 
 The drainage field in an area with a slope no greater than 15%, and;  
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 The drainage field is in an area where the high water table groundwater depth is at least 2m below the surface at all 

times and; 
 There are no other hydrological pathways which would expediate the transport of phosphorous e.g. fissured geology, 

flooding, shallow soil. 
 
11. Correspondence – significant items received as follows: 
 From parishioners –  

 Phone call – re work at Sutton Lakes 
 Email – re Bodenham refreshments for litter pickers 
 Phone call re blocked drains on Orchard Green – reported online, below level of intervention for BB, volume of rain rather 

than blocked drains 
From other sources –   
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – Invitation to Herefordshire flag unveiling event 
 From HC – Travellers’ Sites Development Plan adopted 
 From HC – River Lugg position statement 
 From HC – Review of polling stations and districts completed 
 From HC – Hereford Transport package and south Wye decision 
 From Herefordshire Green Network (HGN) – invitation to The Great Collaboration meeting 
 From Sutton Walls Conservation Group – notification that taken 25 yr lease on Sutton Walls 
 From Police & Crime Commissioner – link to draft strategy 
 From Royal British Legion – Letter of thanks for donation for wreath 
 From HC – Notes from Parish Council Summit and poster on Tree Week 
 From HC – Herefordshire Fostering Project promotion 
Correspondence – significant items sent as follows: 
 Email re extension of 30mph speed limit to east of village – response that unable to be considered under the S&A S106 

agreement 
 

Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk. 
Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk 

 
Marden Parish Clerk takes no responsibility for the accuracy of reports submitted for inclusion in this briefing sheet 


