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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR  

MARDEN MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL ON 12 AUGUST 2019 
 

 

4.1 West Mercia Police Safer Neighbourhood Team – PS Gareth King, PC Bart McDonagh, PCSO Skye Jenkins 
Get in touch 
 101 to talk to your local SNT/report a crime 
 herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  /  @HerefordCops 
Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in progress or life is in danger. If you would prefer to report a crime 
anonymously please contact West Mercia CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111. For all non emergency reports please call 101. 
For all other enquiries please email herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
Latest information and alerts 

 Please do not risk swimming in lakes or quarries or open water  
 West Mercia Police is asking those enjoying the current heat wave not to attempt to swim in lakes, quarries or any type of 

open water to cool off. Please visit a licensed pool or swimming baths that has a lifeguard on duty. 
 The warning comes from officers in a bid to save lives. Water is often a lot colder than you think, quickly draining your 

energy. The body's first reaction when entering cold water is to take an involuntary intake of breath but instead of air, water 
is taken into the lungs.  

 Our area has a wide variety of lakes, quarries and waterways, all of which carry hidden dangers and with the summer 
holidays now upon us, this danger is only going to increase, with more and more people thinking that it's perfectly safe to 
swim in open water. Our advice to anyone considering going into the water is just not to do it. However, we know that people 
will still be tempted. So if you are out with friends and you do decide to swim, then don't drink alcohol, as this will inhibit your 
ability and perception of risk and will leave you unable to deal with the cold water shock. Stay together and look out for each 
other. If something does happen, call 999 immediately, do not attempt a rescue yourself. 

 For further tips and advice, please visit www.rospa.com/leisure-safety/water/advice/children-young-people/ 
 Reminder to lock out thieves during the hot weather 
 Police are reminding people not to leave their home open to thieves this summer as the country basks in hot weather. With 

the onset of the school summer holidays and the hot weather it can be easy to forget to take a few home security measures, 
yet open windows and doors are often an open invitation for thieves. 

 Simple steps such as closing a window when you go out and locking doors can make all the difference and help prevent a 
house being targeted. Holiday makers are also advised to take time to consider home security before they go away to give 
them peace of mind while they're on holiday. 

 The advice forms part of We Don't Buy Crime, West Mercia Police's response to tackling serious acquisitive crime which 
includes crimes such as burglary and theft. Sergeant Ram Aston, from the We Don't Buy Crime team, said: "We Don't Buy 
Crime continues to go from strength to strength with more and more areas signing up as part of our towns and villages 
initiative which sees whole communities protected by forensic property marking technology which acts as a great deterrent to 
criminals. So far this year we've seen some considerable reductions in house burglaries but this doesn't mean we're 
complacent and we want to make sure everything is being done to help prevent someone from becoming a victim to thieves.  

 "Crime prevention is absolutely crucial and anything residents can do to help protect their home can help make a difference. 
It can be easy in the summer months, especially when the weather is warm, to forget you've opened a window  or left the 
back door open before you go out or go to bed. It only takes a few moment to double check but could help prevent your 
home being targeted. If you're in the back garden, make sure you haven't left any ground floor windows open at the front of 
the house and always make sure valuable items, such as car keys, mobile phones or wallets, are not in easy reach of an 
open window. "If you're going away make sure the house is locked up before you go and the burglar alarm is set. Hide any 
valuable items from view from the outside and don't leave anything in the garden that could potentially be used to gain entry 
into your home. Be mindful of where you store your wheelie bin too and consider if it could be used for someone to climb on 
and access an upstairs window or used to climb over into the garden.  If you're leaving the car at home and have a garage, 
park it in the garage while you're away rather than on the drive and if you've got gates close and lock them with a good 
quality lock." 

 In addition to We Don't Buy Crime towns and villages police carry out a range of covert tactics to catch thieves and work with 
second-hand stores to make it more difficult for thieves to sell on stolen goods. Sgt Aston added: "We Don't Buy Crime 
essentially aims to put criminals out of business and we have a range of tactics at our disposal which are both overt and 
covert to not just prevent acquisitive crime in the first place but catch those who are responsible when they do happen and 
want to send a clear message to thieves that we are utilising a range of methods to target them."  

 For more crime prevention advice visit https://www.westmercia.police.uk/article/1955/Home 
 
4.2 Re: Franklands Corner – road improvement works  
   In response to the Parish Council’s query about additional works.  I’ve received officer advice that the improvement works at 

Franklands Corner (as they currently stand) are complete.  I’ve been advised that “the signing proposed in the ADL report 
appears to be slightly controversial as the space constraints presented by the site (verge / hedge etc.) mean that it wasn’t 
actually possible to fit these in.  Given the recent work, and the constraints of the site, it’s always going to be difficult to do 
much that has a meaningful impact on behaviour (particularly those drivers who are familiar with the location)”.  I have asked 
the officer about the proposed red tarmac and I am awaiting a response.  In addition, I have been contacted by local 
residents raising concerns about the speed of traffic at Franklands Corner.  

   The Herefordshire Annual Canvass  
   The Herefordshire Annual Canvass began on 15th July. The purpose of the Canvass is to compile an accurate Electoral 

Register, which will be published on 1st December 2019.  The canvass is a legal requirement for Local Authorities. Every 
residential property in the county will be sent a Household Enquiry Form (HEF). This form will show all members of the 
household currently registered to vote.  The Household is then responsible for confirming the details or adding or deleting 
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electors as appropriate.  Any resident aged 18 or over can complete the HEF on behalf of the whole household. It is a legal 
requirement that the HEF is completed and returned from every property.  

   Voter Registration: IMPORTANT NOTE: completing the HEF does NOT register new electors to vote – they must still do this 
individually themselves via one of the approved methods (e.g. online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote)  

   Re:  Herefordshire Council’s Chairman’s official charity  
A charity that supports Herefordshire residents with Parkinson’s disease has been named as Herefordshire Council’s 
Chairman’s official charity.  The announcement means Parkinson’s UK (Hereford and District) will receive the Chairman’s 
fundraising support for the next 2 years. Around 11,000 people in the West Midlands are currently living with Parkinson’s. 
The Hereford and District branch of the charity offers those with the disease access to a wide range of local activities and 
support. The charity also provides financial assistance towards respite care.  Parkinson’s UK is a national charity which 
helps those with the disease, as well as funding research into finding an eventual cure.  
To find out more about local support and activities for everyone affected by Parkinson’s visit www.parkinsons.org.uk  
Road improvement works set for August  

   GOOD NEWS - In the recent communication from Balfour Beatty – it looks like the C1120 might be resurfaced in August!  
   RESURFACING WORKS - C1120 – Moreton Bridge to School House  

Wednesday, 14 August 2019 to (and including) Friday, 16 August 2019. Road closed 09.00 hours to 17.00 hours each day  
Works to improve the A4103 and A438 in Herefordshire will take place during the last two weeks of August. 
Four stretches of the A4103 Hereford to Worcester road will be resurfaced between August 19 and 29, together with four 
stretches of the A438 Hereford to Brecon Road between August 19 and 30. 
The work, which will further improve these strategic routes across Herefordshire, is the last of three-years of improvements 
funded as a result of the council’s successful bid to the Department for Transport (DfT’s) Local Highways Maintenance 
Challenge Fund. Anyone with questions can call the Highway’s Customer Service Team on 01432 261800. 
Work will take place using a mixture of day and night-time closures or temporary traffic lights. In total, parts of the A4103 will 
be closed for four days and three nights and the A438 for a total of nine days and six nights. No work will take place at 
weekends or on the August Bank Holiday Monday and any changes to the programme will be updated on the council’s 
social media channels, primarily Twitter via @HfdsStreet 

 
10.1 Work in July: mowing x2; filling potholes x41 – on C1120 junction with Orchard Green, C1124 junction with Little Paradise, 

U72621 from The Vauld to Litmarsh, U72615 Burmarsh Road. Splays and signs clear and clean done in June and invoiced 
30.6.19. P3 strim done 2.8.19, to be invoiced with August works. 

 Work due in August – mow x2; check drain tops and grips through village and clear as required. 
 
10.2 Calls from Parishioners/others:  

1)     Stile on MR22A (back of Volunteer towards strawberry polytunnels) very wobbly and broken cross plank – discussed 
with S & A, who said responsibility lies with landowner. Landowner agreed to repair; offer to discuss kissing gate/H-
frame gate declined. Repair completed. Subsequently, queried whether this was really his stile.  

2)     Stile on MR45 (Laystone Bridge to church) very wobbly. Discussed with secretary for Marden Court Farm, passed 
message onto owners at Dinmore. Agreed to repair; offer to discuss kissing gate/H-frame gate declined. Repair 
completed. Subsequently, landowner and staff complained about damage to other stiles committed by walkers where 
wires had been damaged to increase access (likely dog-walkers?). 

3)     Vegetation overgrowth on MR24 (at near end of path from Marden up to Sutton Walls). Parish Clerk informed for 
Lengthsman to cut. It had previously been agreed by parish council that this would cut by Lengthsman 3 times a year. 
Same parishioner queried why parish money was being spent on this when ultimately responsibility of landowner.  

4)     Vegetation overgrowth MR20 (track just north of Manor Farm). Landowner stated bridleway is compliant with ‘natural 
wildlife corridor’. However, on checking this has all been strimmed back.  

5)     Vegetation overgrowth on WG23 by gravel pits (nr Laystone bridge to Wellington). I will ask Parish Clerk to inform 
Wellington FPO via Wellington Parish Clerk – passed to Wellington by Parish Clerk. 

6)     Ross Ramblers have complained that planned walk across MR46 (Church Lane to Moreton Bridge) is impassable due 
to planted crops. On inspection path blocked by planted potato crop. Passing on to Locality Steward.  

  Actions:  
1)     Have discussed with BB Locality Steward difficulty with regard to finding out owners of fields – ‘information governance 

issue’.  
2)     Have discussed with BB Locality Steward process for reporting problems. Best done online and PROW team inform 

Locality Steward, if telephoned reports are triaged by ‘Knowledge team’ and Steward informed. However, all PROW 
have designated priority 1-3. Need map of priority of paths e.g. told MR46 level 3 i.e. low priority  

3)     Discuss with PC the extent of PC responsibility for maintaining paths now P3 money stopped  
4)     Discuss with PC whether PFO can have authority to offer access gating instead of stiles, rather than referring back to 

PC e.g. 3 per yr?  
 

Responsibilities and rights for Public Rights of Way (PROW): information from government guidance and law, the 
Countryside Code and Balfour Beatty briefing and guidelines for Parish Footpath Officers (PFOs).  
Responsibilities are legal requirements, rights are choices: 
Landowner responsibilities 
As the owner or occupier of land with a public right of way across it, you must: 
      Avoid putting obstructions on or across the route, such as permanent or temporary fences, walls, hedgerows, 

padlocked gates or barbed wire 
      Make sure vegetation does not encroach onto the route from the sides or above, bearing in mind the different 

clearances needed for users of different types of route, eg. by horse riders 
      Not cultivate (eg. plough) footpaths or bridleways that follow a field edge: minimum width to keep undisturbed is 1.5 

metres for field edge footpath, 3 metres for field edge bridleway 
      Avoid cultivating a cross-field footpath or bridleway. If you have to cultivate make sure: it remains apparent on the 

ground for minimum width of 1 metre for footpath and 2 metres for bridleway and is not obstructed by crops; restore to 
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at least minimum width within 14 days of first being cultivated for a crop and within 24 hrs of any subsequent 
cultivation (unless longer period agreed in writing by highway authority) 

      Maintain a stile or gate on a PROW that is your responsibility so it is safe and reasonably easy to use 
      Consider with the highway authority if a stile that needs replacing can be changed to a gate or preferably a gap 
      Provide adequate bridges if you add new ditches or widen existing ones.  
Local highway authority responsibilities – Balfour Beatty on behalf of Herefordshire Council 
The highway authority must: 
      Keep the surface of PROW which are maintained at public expense in a fit state for public use 
      Make sure obstructions are removed from any PROW – including responding, within 1 month to confirm receipt, to 

reports of an obstruction and a request from a member of public for it to be removed  
      Maintain some bridges over natural watercourses, including farm ditches 
      Provide at least 25% contribution to landowners’ costs for replacing and maintaining structures to control animals, eg. 

gates and stiles 
      Add signs where PROW leave metalled roads 
      Make sure the public’s rights to use PROW are protected 
      Make sure landowners carry out their duties and take action if they don’t 
      Maintain the definitive map and statement of PROW  
The public’s rights and responsibilities 
The public’s rights: 
      To use footpaths for walking, running, mobility scooters or powered wheelchairs 
      To use bridleways for walking, horse riding, bicycles, mobility scooters or powered wheelchairs 
      To use restricted byways for any transport without a motor and mobility scooters or powered wheelchairs 
      To use byways open to all traffic for any kind of transport including cars but mainly used by walkers, cyclists and horse 

riders  
Marden parish has footpaths and bridleways within it 
The public’s responsibilities: 
      Leave gates and property as you find them, whether open or shut 
      Use gates, stiles or gaps in field boundaries – climbing over walls, hedges and fences can damage them and increase 

the risk of farm animals escaping 
      Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home – clean up after your dog and get rid of its mess responsibly – dog 

mess is unpleasant and can cause infections in farm animals as well as humans eating infected meat  
      Make sure your dog is wormed regularly to protect it, other animals and people using PROW 
      Keep dogs under effective control to ensure it does not disturb wildlife, farm animals, horses and other people – keep 

your dog on a lead or keep it in sight at all times, be aware of what it’s doing and be confident it will return to you 
promptly on command, ensure it does not stray off the path or area where you have a right of access 

      Keep your dog on a lead around farm animals and horses, for your own safety and welfare of animals. If cattle or 
horses chase you and your dog, it is safer to let your dog off the lead so it can run away 

      Plan ahead, you are responsible for your own safety and others in your care, particularly children. Animals can behave 
unpredictably if you get too close especially if they’re with their young 

 Parish Footpath Officer (PFO) guidance and responsibilities 
      PFOs are appointed by and represent Herefordshire Council after being nominated by their parish council  
      PFOs are the link between the parish council and Balfour Beatty/Herefordshire Council’s PROW Service and are 

directly responsible to the Balfour Beatty Locality Steward, acting as Herefordshire’s highway contractor 
      PFOs need to differentiate between landowner responsibility and Herefordshire Council responsibility 
      PFOs are authorised to undertake waymarking of routes and minor maintenance eg. clearing growth around stiles, 

gates and signposts but need to consult the Locality Steward before making verbal/written agreements with 
landowners 

      The Locality Steward may request a PFO to undertake inspections and/or liaise with landowners in the parish  
      PFOs must not undertake lone working using power tools on a PROW, there must always be a second person in 

attendance to manage public access and act as security lookout  
 Parish councils’ rights and PROW work in Marden 

      Previously, the Parish Paths Partnership (P3) scheme in Herefordshire provided funding allowed to parishes to 
undertake practical work such as vegetation clearance, repairing and installing items such as gates, stile cross-steps, 
ditch crossings, signposts, waymarker posts, minor drainage and surfacing works – all with agreement from the 
Locality Steward and relevant landowners. However, parishes had no obligation to join the P3 scheme 

      P3 funding has now been withdrawn and parishes must choose whether to continue undertaking work on PROW from 
precept funding 

      Marden used P3 funds as follows: 
In 2015-16 – installation of kissing gates on MR24, installation of finger posts on various footpaths, stile and ditch 
crossing repairs on various footpaths 
In 2016-17 – strimming on MR24, repair of stile on MR24 
In 2017-18 – installation of kissing gates on MR17 and MR5, strimming on MR24 x2, cutting back on round stile on 
MR46 
In 2018-19 – installation of kissing gates on MR21, strimming on MR24 x3 – shortfall in P3 funding for installation of 
gates from precept funding 

      Marden used precept funding 
In 2019-20 so far – strimming on MR24 x2 and MR21 

 
Marden parish has 28.5 km of PROW (in comparison to Bodenham which has 19.1 km, Moreton which has 2.2 km and 
Sutton which has 15.8 km).  
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To strim/clear all Marden PROW would cost many times more than the budget allocated for PROW work (£1,800). At the 
September meeting, the parish council will review strimming of PROW following withdrawal of P3 funding and use of the 
budget allocated for PROW work.  

 
10.3 The Community Facilities Group met in July and considered/recommended as follows:  

1.    Notice given by Pre-school Trust to MVT that intends to cease hire of Community Centre (CC). 3 plans for future of Pre-
school: plan A, go into portacabin on Academy grounds, planning application being prepared; plan B, stay in CC if 
planning permission refused or funding not available; plan C, which is preferred option, MVT able to negotiate to leave 
CC and get clawback without impacting on Academy. 

2.    This news led to suggestion that PC should build new sports facilities rather than agreed base case on NHF. Group felt 
should continue with base case plan while meeting with Herefordshire held and more known about Pre-school. 

3.    Obligations Manager has had informal discussions with relevant people at Herefordshire and hopes to convene a 
meeting asap. 

4.    Agreed that if have to wait 3 months for lottery response and Architype cannot start work until response received, lose 
current momentum and very difficult to include elements from Architype for costs and images within claim.  

5.    Recommend to PC to submit lottery application to enable comprehensive and meaningful consultation (approx. £4,500). 
6.    Recommend PC to action RIBA stage 2 asap and pay from ring-fenced funds. 
 

10.6 MARDEN FLAG COMPETITION invites: Chairman, Vice-Chair, Councillors and Clerk, Marden Parish Council, their families 
and friends to a little ceremony to officially raise the registered Marden flag and present flags to the community (Parish 
Council and Marden Church) on 8 September 2019 at the Marden School Flagpoles, meeting at 5 p.m. 

 As the parish council owns the flagpoles and Cllr Brook usually undertakes the flag raising as required, to ensure insurance 
cover permission needs to be given for someone else to use the flagpole and fly the Marden flag. The Marden flag organiser 
would like to fly the flag on Marden Flag Day (23 June – the date on which the flag was registered) and perhaps on St 
Ethelbert’s Day, 20 May.  Also, whenever the Union Jack is raised and when there are ‘parish events’ e.g. a Fete. He has 
also suggested that it could be flown by the PC or MVT at any time it decided (perhaps at weekends?) and further, by 
request of Marden school, clubs and societies to mark their events and possibly by requests from residents to mark special 
occasions. 

 As the school uses one flagpole, to fly the Marden flag and the Union Jack at the same time will need agreement by the 
school. 

 
10.7 Suggestion for 2 Cllrs and Clerk to walk round village and give following letter to relevant householders: 

Dear Householder, The parish council has instructed me to contact various householders and ask that hedges be cut back to 
improve access for cars and/or pedestrians. Hedges can be cut at any time if it is a matter of safety or visibility on roads and 
pavements. 
The parish council requests that you cut back your hedge(s) as soon as possible as they are obstructing the road/pavement. 
If you have difficulty arranging this work, please contact me and we can arrange for the Parish Lengthsman to undertake the 
work and invoice you. 
Thank you for your help in making Marden a safe place to drive and walk.  
Yours sincerely, Marden Parish Clerk 
 

12. Correspondence – significant items received as follows: 
 From parishioners –  

 Email – re name of person making a comment at a meeting – response that as not in minutes unable to give name 
(confirmed with ICO as below) 

 Email – invitation for Council to accept a Marden flag at flag-raising ceremony 
 Emails x2 – re blocked drains in Litmarsh and Walkers Green/Woodbine 
 From other sources –   
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – session on websites 
 From HC – Information on Annual Canvass 
 From HALC – Training programme July-October 
 From HC – Review of polling districts and stations, no change for Marden 
 From HC – closure of telephone boxes consultation – Marden not affected 
 From Jobcentrejobs.co.uk – request to add link to website 
 From Ablecommunitycare.com – offer of free ‘Do not knock, no uninvited or unexpected callers’ stickers 
 From enquirer to HC – copied into email asking HC for information about Sutton Walls toxic waste 
Correspondence – significant items sent as follows: 
 Phone calls with Costs Solicitor 
 Phone call to Information Commissioner’s Office 

 
Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk. 

Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk 
 

Marden Parish Clerk takes no responsibility for the accuracy of reports submitted for inclusion in this briefing sheet 


