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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR  

MARDEN MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL ON 8 JULY 2019 
 

 

4.1 West Mercia Police Safer Neighbourhood Team – PS Gareth King, PC Bart McDonagh, PCSO Skye Jenkins 
Get in touch 
 101 to talk to your local SNT/report a crime 
 herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  /  @HerefordCops 
Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in progress or life is in danger. If you would prefer to report a crime 
anonymously please contact West Mercia CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111. For all non emergency reports please call 101. 
For all other enquiries please email herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
Latest information and alerts 

 Appeal for witnesses following distraction burglary in Hereford 
 We are appealing for witnesses or information following a distraction burglary in Hereford on Thursday 27 June. 
 Around 11am, a man knocked on the door of a house on Mortimer Road in Hereford saying he needed to check the address 

for a leak due to an issue on the main road.  The victim allowed the man into the house and walked into the kitchen with him. 
At approximately 11.30am a relative of the victim as arrived at the house and found the front door open. As he has walked in 
a second man who the victim didn't know was in the house, has run from the living room and both suspects have run from 
the house and into a silver car parked outside. It is not believed at this time that any items have been taken. 

 The first suspect who initially knocked at the front door is described as white, 5'8" - 5'10", late 20s to mid 30s, wearing black 
gloves with white detail and trainers with a white stripe. The second suspect is 5'6" to 5'8" tall, mid 20s wearing a navy blue 
tracksuit bottoms and wearing a blue baseball cap. Both men were seen getting into a silver coloured estate type vehicle 
parked poorly on the junction of Mortimer Road and the A49 with a man already sat waiting in the driver's seat. The vehicle 
then turned right out of Mortimer Road onto the A49 with no further direction of travel known after that. 

 Detective Constable Peter Dunne said: "We urge local residents to be on their guard and vigilant to anyone knocking on their 
door unannounced as unfortunately not everyone who calls at the door is who they claim to be. "Often these people can be 
very convincing and give no reason for the occupant to believe they are not genuine however we do urge people to be 
cautious. If in any doubt don't let them in and check their identity. 

 "Any genuine caller will not mind waiting or coming back another time after arrangements have been made to check they are 
who say they are. If possible, arrange for someone else to be at the property when they return. 

 "We're appealing for information in relation to this incident and I would ask anyone who was in the area on Thursday 
morning and saw anything that seemed suspicious or out of the ordinary to get in contact with us. Of particular interest is any 
information regarding a silver car, maybe an estate, parked at the junction of Mortimer Road and the A49. The vehicle was 
parked poorly on a busy junction in the middle of the day and may well be remembered by passing motorists. "We would 
also like to hear from anyone else who may have been approached by these men regarding water works on their road or 
similar leak work." 

 Anyone with any information is asked to call West Mercia Police on 101 quoting crime reference 22/58288/19. Alternatively, 
information can be given anonymously to the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or via their website. 

 Did you witness a fatal collision near Ledbury? Officers are appealing for witnesses to a fatal collision near 
Ledbury. 

 It happened on the A438 in Hollybush at around 11.50am on Sunday (30 June) and involved a BMW and a Ducati 
motorbike. The BMW was heading towards Eastnor while the motorbike was travelling in the opposite direction when they 
collided. The rider of the motorbike - a man in his 50s - suffered fatal injuries. His next of kin has been informed. 

 Investigations are ongoing and officers are keen to speak with anyone who saw the incident, or who saw the vehicles and 
the manner in which they were being driven prior to the collision. 

 Anyone with information is asked to call West Mercia Police on 101 quoting incident number 318S of 30 June. 
 
4.2 Re: Update on Telecommunications Mast  
   I understand that Marden Recreation Ground Trust has now received a full response from Public Health England.  

“Public Health England does not offer an Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) measurement service to the general public because 
the EMF levels fall well below the recommended guidelines”.  
Re: Highways Matters  

   Re: Update on The C1120 road from Moreton Bridge to Marden  
 This road is currently PROVISIONALLY ranked for resurfacing within the 2019/20 annual plan and is provisionally 

programmed for August 14th-16th.  I am awaiting further news on this matter.  
   Re: Franklands Corner – improvements in need of completion  
 I’ve followed this matter up with officers and I’m awaiting a response.  Also, I have received further concerns regarding 

speeding traffic at this location.  
   Re: Overgrown hedges & Speeding Traffic on C1124  
   I have received a request for hedgerows and visibility splays to be cut back, as residents are finding it difficult to pull out 

onto the road.  Indeed, the speed of the traffic makes manoeuvring onto the highway even more problematic.  I have spoken 
to the Chairman about this situation and he has advised that possibly the hedges could be trimmed back after the bird 
nesting season.  

   Re: Armed Forces Day  
   As Vice Chairwoman of the Council, I attended Armed Forces Day, during the morning I went on a tour of the Armed Forces 

Displays in High Town Hereford.  At around 1.40 pm there was a Spitfire flypast.  Then at 3.30 pm The Rifles Regiment 
(starting at the Shire Hall) marched through the city.  
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Re: Update on Cabinet Member Portfolios  
Councillor David Hitchiner, Leader of Herefordshire Council will continue to direct the council’s corporate policy and strategy 
and have overall budget responsibility.  
The changes to cabinet member portfolios are as follows:  
·       Councillor Felicity Norman (Deputy Leader): Children and Families  
·       Councillor Gemma Davies: Commissioning, Procurement and Assets  
·       Councillor Ange Tyler: Community and Place-based Services  
·       Councillor Trish Marsh: Environment, Economy and Skills  
·       Councillor Liz Harvey: Finance and Corporate Services  
·       Councillor Pauline Crockett: Health and Adult Wellbeing  
·       Councillor John Harrington: Infrastructure and Transport  
Re: Preventing pollution and hazards from soil water run-off – Environment Agency & Council Advice  

 During heavy rain events which can lead to soil running off into rivers and large quantities of mud washing onto the county’s 
roads - Council Highways advice is as follows: 
“Anyone with concerns of excessive mud on the road that is presenting a hazard to road users should call Balfour Beatty 
Living Places on 01432 261800 (calls are monitored 24/7). They will assess the risk and take the action required to return 
our roads to as safe a state as we can. 
Environment Agency staff respond to pollution incidents 24/7 to contain pollution and protect water quality. They investigate 
pollution incidents to find the source, stop the problem and understand how best to reduce any impacts on local 
communities and the environment. If you notice pollution to land or water to call the Environment Agency hotline: 0800 80 70 
60” 

 
9.1 Work in June: mowing x2; drain tops and grips through village (but ?not to Small Ashes); hedge trim visibility splays and 

clean round signs; strimming round MR21 gates; clearing work by Laystone Bridge; kerb scraping . 
 Locality Steward comment on Laystone Bridge work: Proactive works by MPC at Laystone Bridge, clearing kerb lines, 

cleansing signage, grass cutting and tree works after liaison with EA, Historic England and BB. All works carried out to try 
and prevent further damage to the listed bridge. Parish should be recognised for good practice as visibility greatly improved 
on both approaches to the bridge, minimal cost to BB. 

 
9.4 The Fundraising Group had a very successful Church and Community Fete on 23 June, despite the downpour at the end! 

Both the church and the fundraising group have received very positive feedback. 
 A meeting of the main Community Facilities Group is on Thursday 17 July. 
 
9.6 Balfour Beatty seem to have changed the process for village gates and no longer require the assessment at significant cost. 

JACS Gateways (who provided Bodenham’s gates) have had a site visit and looked at 2 possible places on the east side of 
the village on the C1124, the far side of Laystone Bridge and by the 30mph sign on the west side on the C1120.  

 Process is now a site meeting with BB Senior Engineer and Locality Steward, installer completes 1st page of a Street Works 
order and the clerk completes the rest. Cost for 3 sets of gates, ranging from 30cm-1m in width dependant on the site – 
approx. £1,850. Installation approx. £1,500. Traffic management approx. £300 if required by BB. Total for 3 sets of gates 
around £3,500-4,000. 

 Cost for zebra crossing by school in 2017 approx. £30,000. Cost for warning signs eg. ‘No footway for x metres’ in 2017 
approx. £500 each 

  
9.7 Not possible for Gardeners to plant by Orchard Green letter box. Planter at Rudge Grove due to be installed. 
 
9.9 Bins in Moreton are emptied into a black bag by paid worker, black bags then put into another resident’s normal black 

wheelie bin. 
 Options for Marden: 1) Take on an employee to undertake emptying of bins that could be put up, need to find resident 

(preferably a councillor) with enough room for bags to be added to black bin; 2) Use a contractor (Lengthsman or other) to 
empty and dispose as in 1; 3) Use a volunteer to empty and dispose as in 1.  

 
9.10 
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12. Correspondence – significant items received as follows: 
 From parishioners –  

 Email – Thank you from Guides and Brownies for grant of £200 
 Phone call from Gardeners’ – parishioner who mows by post box on Orchard Green does not want bulbs/plants planted at 

this site 
 Email – Complaint re mud on Haywood Lane following Auto-Cross event – reported online 
 Email – re Laystone Bridge 
 Email – further email re suggestion about turnkey building  
From other sources –   
 From The Spectator – request for information re issue in ‘Crossing Divides’  
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – Mineral and waste Plan consultation responses online 
 From Verging on Wild (VOW) – email about work of group 
 From HC – Allowances for parish councillors 
 From HC – Review of polling districts and polling stations 
 From Hereford Times reporter – Request under Freedom of Information Act 2000 re services and training from HALC and 

amount paid to HALC in 2018-19 
Correspondence – significant items sent as follows: 
 Phone call with Monitoring Officer re response to The Spectator 
 Email response to Hereford Times reporter with information requested under FOI 
 Email response re turnkey building  

 
Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk. 

Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk 
 

Marden Parish Clerk takes no responsibility for the accuracy of reports submitted for inclusion in this briefing sheet 


