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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR  

MARDEN MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL ON 13 MAY 2019 
 

 

8.1 West Mercia Police Safer Neighbourhood Team – PS Gareth King, PC Bart McDonagh, PCSO Skye Jenkins 
Get in touch 
 101 to talk to your local SNT/report a crime 
 herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  /  @HerefordCops 
Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in progress or life is in danger. If you would prefer to report a crime 
anonymously please contact West Mercia CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111. For all non emergency reports please call 101. 
For all other enquiries please email herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
Latest information and alerts 

 Victims of crime in West Mercia have been benefiting from a new service, the Victim Advice Line (VAL), for one 
month now. 

 VAL is a free and confidential service for people that have been affected by crime in West Mercia and is already having a 
positive impact on victims and witnesses since its launch on April 1. The dedicated team was designed to ensure that the 
needs of victims and witnesses are supported at every stage of their journey - whether they choose to report it to the police 
or not - staff have been working hard supporting those being referred, calling, emailing or using online chat as a way asking 
for support. 

 Matt Chester, Head of Victim Services said: "Victims are at the heart of everything we do and West Mercia's Victim Advice 
Line is already demonstrating its value and benefits for victims of crime, helping them get the support, advice and 
information they need so they can, as best as possible, get on with their lives. "We know that being a victim, witness or 
anyone else affected by crime can have a significant and lasting impact on their health and wellbeing and feelings of safety. 
Knowing where to turn, what to expect and what support is available can be daunting and confusing. "The Victim Advice Line 
means you don't have to cope alone - our Victim Care Coordinators will help you cope with the experience, get on the path 
to recovery by accessing the support you need, and be with you every step of the way. "Already, in its first month, the Victim 
Advice Line has received 5,093 referrals to the service and 2,392 victims have been directly contacted by a Victim Care 
Coordinator. The victim may have been contacted multiple times depending on the need of the victim." 

 West Mercia Police and Crime Commissioner John Campion launched the new service. He said: "It is fantastic to see the 
new victim service already helping so many people. This just shows how invaluable services like this can be, and why it's so 
important that help and support is available to anyone affected by crime. "I hope that more people will continue to reach out 
so we can help them regain the confidence to carry on with their lives." 

 VAL is not just for victims of crime and witnesses but also people concerned about friends and family who have survived a 
crime and are living with it. VAL is also working hard to support young victims of crime and the website has some great tips 
for parents and friends to be able to support a young victim. You can find out more on the website and follow updates and 
help case studies, tips and advice on our social media platforms of Twitter and on Facebook 

 Witness appeal for Robbery in Brimfield Community Post Office on Thursday 25 April 
 Officer's investigating a robbery at Brimfield Community Post Office, Brimfield Village Hall, Brimfield, Herefordshire, that took 

place at around 12.45pm on Thursday 25 April 2019 have released a description of a man they would like to speak to 
following the incident. 

 It is believed that just over £7,000 was taken from the premises by a lone male, he locked the cashier in the building prior to 
exit and headed towards the A49 on a motorbike. He is described as white, around 20-years-old, approximately 5ft 7inches 
tall, wearing a face covering similar to a gas mask. He was wearing black clothing and carrying a green holdall that had 
brown leather handles. 

 Please contact us if you saw anyone suspicious in the area at the time or recognise the description of the man. 
 Detective Constable Pete Bradbury said: "Brimfield village hall was very busy on Thursday (25 April) morning with social 

activities and we would like to ask members of the community that were visiting if they can think back to that day and if they 
saw a man matching this description." He continued: "Or, if anyone saw a black motorbike with a lone rider around 12:45pm 
in the Brimfield area on Thursday. If you have any information, no matter how small, please get in touch." 

 Anyone with information should call 101, quoting incident number 274s of 25 April. Information can also be provided 
anonymously by calling the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 
 

9. General Power of Competence – adopting the GPOC gives councils ‘the power to do anything that individuals generally do’ 
as long as they don’t break other laws. It is the power of first resort, so the first question to ask when searching for a power 
to act under is can the GPOC be used. 

 Criteria for eligibility – with 11 members of council, 8 Marden councillors must be elected not co-opted at the meeting at 
which the council resolves to adopt the GPOC, this is revisited at the annual meeting each year; the Clerk must be suitably 
qualified, CiLCA or higher. 

 Therefore, Marden PC can adopt the GPOC at the present time, as 8 councillors are currently elected rather than co-opted. 
 
10. See below 
 
15.1 Work in April: Mow designated areas x2; check and clear drain tops and grips through village and Litmarsh; P3 strim MR24. 

Weed spraying will be done as soon as possible. 
 Possible dates for drive-round – Wed 29/5 or Thursday 30/5 at 8.30. 
 HALC advice is not to sign contract for Annual Maintenance Plan if not commissioning any work on the road, only on verges. 

If parish wishes to continue with pothole work, AMP must be submitted for contract. 
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15.2 Cost for next stage (RIBA stage 2: Concept design) is £14,025. The work in this stage would include the following as given 

by Architype: 
    Development of Option 3b into a more developed concept design (plans, elevations, sections and basic 3D information 

to assist with explaining the design. 
    Investigations into internal and external materiality to meet the needs of the design, local area and also to meet budget 

aspirations (i.e. cost effective finishes). 
    Meet with CF group to present the developed option and ideas – for presentation to the parish council 
    Undertake an update of design information to reflect comments (on the basis that these for the most part will follow the 

approach suggested). 
    Provide details for the quantity surveyor to undertake cost review and provide more detailed cost plan for the project 

(this would include revisiting the design team level of consultant input and fees as explained above). 
    Submit a request for pre-application planning advice to Herefordshire Council (fees for the submission are not included 

within the quoted design team fees). 
    Provide a concise Stage 2 Report including design and costing information. 
    We have allowed for providing a very basic sketch level 3D image of the community centre - if anything further is 

required may need to look further costs and/or engaging an external company to undertake the work. 
    As mentioned above - we have made allowance for meeting with you once during this process in Marden but you are 

welcome to come down to our office for some additional meetings. 
    It is then assumed that this would be used for the basis of developing/investigating your funding options.  We would then 

use this information and the feedback from the local planning authority for the basis of developing RIBA Stage 3: 
Developed Design stage information (basically planning application stage) following further review with you. 

 Architype has considered how best to help us meet the base budget target of £400,000 and suggest the following, some of 
which could be undertaken by the parish council or the community: 
1. Engaging with the developer of the adjacent site to enquire about them undertaking the preliminary site clearance. 
2. Engaging with the developer of the adjacent site to enquire about them providing services to the boundary of the site (i.e. 

gas, electric, water and also drainage). 
3. Undertaking an element of community self finish (this could be anything from painting, tiling, planting through to more 

complex items such as plastering etc) 
4. Ensuring that the construction is as simple as possible (block / block external wall construction with render or simple 

timber cladding externally and fair faced painted block internally?; power floated floor slab with sealer (reduce or omit the 
requirement for floor finishes); Upvc windows?; Cement fibre board roof cladding?) 

5. Possible reduction in fees allowance (no need for landscape designer / reduced QS input / contractor designed M&E). 
6. Reduced external works? 
7. Alternative funding for kitchen? 
8. Investigating products that could be used for variety of purposes - such as combined roof insulation / ceiling finish. 

 
15.6 Quote for planter from local contact is £242 for equivalent size and shape as Broxap provide for £385. Could be made by 

end of June if commissioned now. 
 
16. Correspondence – significant items received as follows: 
 From parishioners –  

 Email from parishioner – offer to stand for co-option 
From other sources –   
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – Travellers’ Sites DPD Main Modifications consultation 
 From HC – Notice of S106 payment to HC by S&A for 163158 
 From Locality Steward – Complaint about MR45 
 From Came and Company – Spring update 
 From Wellington parish councillor – attending to hear Marden views on Haywood Lane application 
 From carpenter – price for planter 
 From Police and Crime Commissioner – ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ initiative, offer of part funding of Smart Water and signage 
 From Herefordshire Wildlife Trust – re mowing at Small Ashes 
 From HC – Post election information on co-option 
Correspondence – significant items sent as follows: 
 Email to Planning Obligations Officer re requested meeting regarding the current community centre lease. 

 
Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk.   

Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@mardenherefordshire-pc.gov.uk 
Marden Parish Clerk takes no responsibility for the accuracy of reports submitted for inclusion in this briefing sheet 
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10. Came and Company (our Insurance Brokers) advise the Inspire policy as best suited to meet parish council’s requirements 
as in table below: 

 

 


