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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR  

MARDEN MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL ON 14 JANUARY 2019 
 

 

4.1 West Mercia Police Safer Neighbourhood Team – PS Gareth King, PC Bart McDonagh, PCSO Skye Jenkins 
Get in touch 
 101 to talk to your local SNT/report a crime 
 herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  /  @HerefordCops 
Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in progress or life is in danger. If you would prefer to report a crime 
anonymously please contact West Mercia CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  
For all non emergency reports please call 101. For all other enquiries please email 
herefordrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  
Latest information and alerts 
The sales group, known as 'Nottingham Knockers' traditionally carry large holdalls containing cleaning items, which they 
offer for sale. Some residents are reporting that if they decline to purchase any goods, the individuals use pressurised 
selling techniques causing the home owner to feel intimidated. West Mercia Police are advising that if any sales person 
comes to your door selling any products, do not be persuaded to part with money for products you don't need or are of poor 
quality. Residents are also advised to use precautionary measures such as a door chain and to ignore callers if they are 
unsure who it may be. 
Anyone selling products on a door-to-door basis are required to be in possession of a valid pedlar's certificate; a card with 
the person's name and photograph is NOT sufficient. If in doubt, do not answer the door and report sightings to the non-
emergency police line on 101. 
West Mercia Police is appealing for the public's help to locate a Hereford man wanted on recall to prison 
Ryan Hendry, aged 33, has breached the conditions of his license after being released from prison on license for GBH. 
He is described as white, of an athletic build, around 6ft tall, with short dark hair, blue eyes, dark stubble and grazes on the 
left side of his face. He has connections to Herefordshire, in particular Hereford City Centre area. Anyone with information 
about him or his whereabouts is asked not to approach him directly and to call West Mercia Police on 101 immediately. 
 

8. Proposal that develops a documented plan/strategy for the next 3 years which can, in summary, be shared with all 
parishioners. Some examples items for potential inclusion:  
-  Build on the NDP vision   
-  Major projects, potentially new community building and village green  
-  Planning strategy   
-  Strategy on potential future grants to parish groups e.g. Support development of recreation ground  
-  Strategy/plan in relation to parish maintenance and improvements which would cover Lengthsman/P3/traffic 

management, general maintenance items  
-  Volunteer work  
-  Communication with parishioners and local businesses - improvements/additions to website, Parish magazine, N&Vs + 

other ideas e.g. Facebook  
-  Review position of local public house closing + impact if shop closes. 

 
9. Quotes for Lengthsman and P3 work in 2019-20 are shown in the table below. Clerk unable to obtain quotes from other 

Lengthsman working in north of county. Recommendation from FAWG meeting last year that, as only small difference in 
rates, more appropriate to keep one contractor for all Lengthsman/P3 work: 

  
Work DC Gardening Richard Morgan Mike Darley Richard Mills

General Lengthsman work – hedge 
trimming, drainage, clearing round traffic 
signs etc, grit bin maintenance etc, 
strimming visibility splays – hourly rate 

£20 
£420 mini digger 

per day inc.  
labour (2 men) 

£20 
££370 mini digger 

inc. labour 

 
No 

 
No 

Pothole filling – hrly rate for 2-man team £40 No No No 
Weed spraying of designated areas 
(Marden village and Burmarsh) – cost for 2 
sprays/yr 

£440 £495 £460 £600  

Mowing and strimming designated areas – 
fixed cost/visit 

£75 £150 No No 

P3 work £20/man hr £20/man hr £15/man hr, 
apart from 
removal of 
fallen trees 
£18/man hr 

£20/man hr 

 
10.2 New bridge has been installed on MR35 at Tumpy Lakes. PFO arranging for gate currently stored by manager’s house in 

Burmarsh to be installed and contacting landowners for MR21 re installing gates. If PC wants to order more gates from P3 
funds, order must be made by 1.2.19, PFO will advise before that date; delegation needed for Clerk to order if PFO suggests 
more gates acquired. 

 
10.3 Fundraising meeting 9 January to further develop plans for Church and Community Fete in June and finalise arrangements 

for the upcoming Quiz Night and Race Night events. Planned full meeting of Community Facilities Working Group on 17 
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January to cover two main topics: 1. review the work done on improvements to facilities as identified last year and further 
discuss how best to utilise these facilities to improve/enhance parish activity; 2. on assumption that NHF will be able to gift 
land towards end of 2019 (still to be confirmed), begin looking at producing a suggested plan for PC full approval on what 
and how might move forward. This plan would clearly need to take input from the PC strategic plan work.   

 
10.4 Report on the SID from Cllr Brook, Chair Traffic Management Group: 

 The SID has now been returned twice to VMS. 
 Following the latest return to us in early December, the SID was linked to my lap top using the Thermotor software and the 

directories on the SID. ie the storage cleared of the trial data that VSM had entered. 
 The SID was then put up at the Haywards Lane junction. It became apparent that the SID was not working in any way. 
 The SID was taken down, the battery removed. The SID was left in this state for an hour to ensure total discharge of any 

residual storage capacity. 
 A newly charged battery was then connected. The SID was not this time connected by the Blue Tooth facility to a laptop. 
 The SID was re-erected at the same location. The SID appeared to be working normally. 
 After three days, as predicted, the battery was run down. The SID was taken down and connected to a laptop by blue 

tooth in order to interrogate the stored data. 
 Connection was achieved. However, it was found that no meaningful data had been recorded. 
 The a newly charged battery was then connected to the SID and the SID again put up in the same location. 
 As previously, it was apparent that the SID was not working. The SID was taken down, battery disconnected, allowed to 

fully discharge. A newly charged battery was connected, The SID was erected. 
 The SID appeared to be working. However, it became apparent that that the system had ‘crashed’ as the display w3as 

partially illuminated continuously. 
 It seems apparent that: 

1) Whatever VMS have done has now caused a conflict between the Thermotor interrogation program and the SID 
hardware that causes it to stop working. 

2) There appears to be a further issue in that even when the SID does appear to be working, it would seem that it is not 
recording data.  

3) The SID appears to be not functioning at all now. 
The Parish Council is asked to consider what we do next; 

1) It could be argued that the lack of data collection is a minor issue that whilst annoying is of secondary importance to 
the purpose of the SID and therefore could be lived with. 

2) Irrespective of this, operationally, for the SID to be fit for purpose, it must be functioning in a ‘plug in and go’ mode. ie 
connect the new battery, put it up, take it down when the battery has run down, change battery etc. Even if / when the 
SID is working, it is so ‘flaky’ as to be effectively unusable. It should be noted that there are no ‘user controls’ either on 
the SID or the interrogation software. 

VMS has suggested someone from Marden takes the SID and the laptop being used to download data up to the company in 
Hebburn, Tyne and Wear, for a free-of-charge visit to see if they can sort out the problems. Return mileage is approx. 520 
miles – approx. £234 – plus overnight stay and subsistence, total around £400.  

 
10.5 Sign previously agreed below, will need permission from landowners to fix to relevant fences near bridge, if wish to install: 

 
10.6 Proposed extinguishment for consultation: See below for plan 

 
10.7 Diversion of MR45 (Part) now confirmed: See below for plan 

 
11. Clerk previously on spinal point 24. NALC/SLCC changed points, so now on spinal point 15. Rate from 1.4.19 agreed 

nationally is £11.91/hr. Approx. £30 extra will be required on budget line – for 14 hrs/wk and currently £1,000 for extra hrs. – 
as allowance in budget based on 2% rise as national figure unknown when budget set. 

 
12. Second PC Summit Meeting on 24 January 2019 – Invitation from Leader includes following: These events are aimed at 

improving the way in which we share our understanding about the challenges and opportunities that exist whilst we strive to 
provide the best for our citizens. Developing on this approach I’d like the second event to focus on practical ways which we 
can work together to promote well-being at a local level. There will be a greater opportunity to have roundtable discussions, 
as those who attended the last summit felt this was the most productive part of the session.  

 We also intend to have some one-off focussed workshops/seminars in 2019 on topics raised at the last summit. 
 
13. Correspondence – significant items received as follows: 
 From parishioners –  

 Email re Fundraising Group monies 
 Email re extinguishment of MR45A (part) 
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From other sources –   
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – Community Champions Award information 
 From HC – Herefordshire Now December edition  
 From HC – Invitation from Leader to second PC Summit 
 From HC – Cabinet Meeting update 
 From Clerks and Councils Direct – January edition 
 From HALC – December Information Corner 
 From Herefordshire Tree Warden Network – Subscription request (£25/yr) 
 
Correspondence – significant items sent as follows: 
 Email to S&A with note of copy in News & Views relevant to S&A 
 Emails to PCC Treasurer 
 Email to HC re current S&A planning applications 
 Email to NHF landowner re sale 
 Email to SSN Clerk re SID 

Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk 
7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8JD. Tel: 07789 322771. Email: mardenclerk@gmail.com 

Marden Parish Clerk takes no responsibility for the accuracy of reports submitted for inclusion in this briefing sheet 
 
10.6 Proposed extinguishment of MR45A (Part)  

 
 
10.7 Diversion of MR45 (Part) now confirmed 

 


