
Marden News & Views – June 2019 

News from your Parish Church 
  St Mary the Virgin, Marden  &  Amberley Chapel  

Rector: Rev. Paul Roberts (01568 797863) email: rector@maundchurches.org.uk 

Churchwardens:  David Evans (01568 797644), Jess Tidball (01568 797227) 

(Amberley Hon. Churchwardens):  Henry Netherway (01432 880884)  Jo Erskine (01432 880821) 

  

COMMUNITY  
& CHURCH  

 Sunday 23rd June 
12 to 2pm 

 
Stalls:  Books;  Bric-a-Brac; Table-top & family games.  

Food, Ice cream and Refreshments. 

Group tables available for sales, information or raffles. 

 Also . . . . . MARDEN CHURCH PRIZE DRAW 

We welcome any donations or prizes for this. 

Please get in touch with Jess Tidball on 01568 797227 or 
jessica.tidball@btconnect.com  if you can help. 

 
 

 
 

 

BRECON MALE VOICE CHOIR 
singing at Marden Church 
Friday 14th June at 7.30pm 

Since 1937 the Brecon & District Male Choir has 

performed around Britain and abroad, raising 
money for many local charities. 

This summer they are coming to 
Marden to sing for us.  

Tickets for this event will be on 

the door, £8.50, and includes 

shortbread, strawberries  
and Pimms. 

 

            MARDEN CHURCH 

2nd          Holy Communion ....................................................... 11.15am ............ Rev. Alison Leigh 

  

9th  Pentecost Sunday 

 Family Communion ------------------ 11.15am 
  with Rev. Paul Roberts 

AMBERLEY CHAPEL 

23rd   Holy Communion ....................9.30am ...............Fr. Bob Bates 
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Check the website for services and events for all our group of churches:  www.achurchnearyou.com 

   2nd     Felton Church ------------------------------------- 9.30am----------------- Holy Communion 
 Sutton St Nicholas Church --------------------- 11.15am----------------- Family Service 

 Bodenham Church------------------------------------6 pm----------------- Evensong  

9th  Bodenham Church-------------------------------- 9.30am----------------- Holy Communion 
 Preston Wynne Church -------------------------- 9.30am----------------- Family Service 

 Sutton St Nicholas Church --------------------- 11.15am----------------- Holy Communion 

16th    Group Service  - Preston Wynne -----------------10am----------------- Holy Communion 

23rd  Bodenham ----------------------------------------- 9.30am----------------- Holy Communion 
 Sutton St Michael  ------------------------------- 10.30am----------------- Morning Prayer 
 Preston Wynne ---------------------------------- 11.15am----------------- Holy Communion 

 Bodenham --------------------------------------------- 6pm----------------- Evensong 

30th  Group Service - Sutton St Nicholas  --------------10am----------------- Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Voting on the 

Marden Flag 
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St Mary’s Helping Hands  

Rota for June 

 Altar Guild Church Cleaning 

2nd   ----- C Gunby / H Gould -----------J Hewlett / R Sell 

9th    ------  C Gunby / H Gould -----------J Hewlett / R Sell 

Yardbirds next working party:  

Saturday 15th June  – 10am to 1pm 

We’ve noticed that the usual date for Yardbirds, the fourth 
Saturday each month, often coincides with other regular 
village events such as litter picking and parish freighter 
days.  So with the agreement of our regular helpers we will 
meet in future on the 3rd Saturday each month.  

New helpers are always welcomed (with cups of tea and 
cake). . . just turn up with appropriate clothing. Jobs: 
strimming, path edges, cutting back lower tree branches, 
clearing ivy from listed / war graves, smartening up porch 
door, benches etc.   Thank you for your help. 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

I wonder who was the last person who encouraged you?  As time goes by, I find I value those 
encouragers among us more and more.  If, like me, you suffer from finding that things get on top of 
you from time to time, words of encouragement from friends or family can make a huge difference. 

Encouragers existed throughout history.  The 11th June marks St Barnabas’ Day.  Barnabas (“son of encouragement” in Hebrew) 
was not named among the twelve apostles, but he emerged in the Acts of the Apostles as one of the most significant of their 
number.  He sold his estate and gave the proceeds to the Church and clearly became a leader. He was described as a Levite 
from Cyprus so, like his friend St Paul, was from the Greek world rather than Palestine.  He introduced Paul to the leaders o f 
the Church in Jerusalem and was sent to Antioch to encourage good relations between Christians and non-Jewish converts.  
According to tradition he was martyred in Cyprus in 61 AD.   

In England, St Barnabas was long associated with hay making.  His feast day fell on the longest day of the y ear, before the 
change to the Gregorian calendar: “Barnaby bright, Barnaby bright, the longest day and the shortest night” as the saying went .  
In medieval times therefore this saint received prayers to protect hay and grain crops against hail.  Barnabas was therefore 
often depicted with a hay rake. 

However, I still prefer to think of him as the patron saint of encouragers.  This world is in grave need of more encouragers and 
wherever people meet together there is the opportunity for us to support and encourage one another.  So if you see me 
around, do feel free to give me a word or two of encouragement, and I will do likewise!  One opportunity will be at the Breco n 
Male Voice Choir at Marden Church (Friday 14th June at 7.30 pm): the sound of a Welsh choir in full flow is enough to 
encourage anyone!    May God bless you and your haymaking this month,          Paul 

 

 

Marden Church - 200 Club DRAW 

Congratulations to our May winners: 

1st prize ----- £15  ------- No 66 ------------ Hazel Gould 

2nd prize ---- £10  ------- No. 74 ----------- Mrs L Sant 

3rd prize----- £8  -------- No. 151  ---------- Marion Bowdley 

4th prize----- £6 --------- No. 199 ---------- Katie Parkes 

Mike Steadman – 01432 880203. 

Grand Draw with a top prize of £150 will take place at 

the Summer Fete on Sunday 23rd June …. still time to 

sign up to the 200 Club and be eligible to win. 

 

 

WaterAid Lent Appeal 

Thank you to everyone 
who collected their small 
change to boost our Lent 
appeal.  We were able to 
raise £130. 

Easter Celebrations 

We have had lots of lovely comments from visitors to 
Marden Church who came to see the flowers and 
displays.  On Easter Monday we were serving tea and 
cakes and saw a steady stream of people.  Thank you 
to all the volunteers and cake makers who contributed 
to making the event so popular again this year.  

Chancel Roof 

Necessary work on the chancel has been somewhat 
delayed due to a change of financial responsibility; 
until January  this year  the major part of the cost has 
been the responsibility of Hereford Cathedral,  but 
that responsibility has now been taken over by the 
Church Commissioners in London.  

That has meant we have been unable to progress the 
work during most of 2018.  However, those issues 
have been resolved and the architects are now 
discussing the extent of the repairs with the 
contractor.  At the present time it is expected that 
work will commence in the autumn when bat activity 
should have ceased. 

Marden Church 
Community Library 
The library continues to attract 
lots of users and means the 
church building is used every 
day by the community, which is 
just as it should be.  Thank you. 

 

 


