
Marden News & Views – May 2019 

News from your Parish Church 
  St Mary the Virgin, Marden  &  Amberley Chapel  

Rector: Rev. Paul Roberts (01568 797863) email: rector@maundchurches.org.uk 

Churchwardens:  David Evans (01568 797644), Jess Tidball (01568 797227) 
(Amberley Hon. Churchwardens):  Henry Netherway (01432 880884)  Jo Erskine (01432 880821) 

  

 

 

            MARDEN CHURCH 

5th            Holy Communion ....................................................... 11.15am .................. Fr. Bob Bates 

  

12th  Fellowship Hour ------------------------------------------------ 11.15am 

 Talk by the Intergenerational Group 
 
19th    Group Service  - (St Ethelbert the King) --------------------- 10am ......... Rev. Paul Roberts 
  

AMBERLEY CHAPEL 

26th  Holy Communion .................... 9.30am.................................................. Rev. Alison Leigh 
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Check the website for services and events for all our group of churches:  www.achurchnearyou.com 

   5th    Felton Church ----------------------------- 9.30am -------------------- Holy Communion 
 Sutton Village Hall or St Nicholas---- 11.15am -------------------- Family Service 
 Bodenham Church -------------------------- 6 pm -------------------- Evensong  

12th  Bodenham Church ----------------------- 9.30am -------------------- Holy Communion 
 Preston Wynne --------------------------- 9.30am -------------------- Family Service 
 Sutton St Michael ----------------------- 11.15am -------------------- Holy Communion 

26th Bodenham --------------------------------- 9.30am -------------------- Holy Communion 
 Sutton St Michael ----------------------- 10.30am -------------------- Morning Prayer 
 Preston Wynne -------------------------- 11.15am -------------------- Holy Communion 
 Bodenham ------------------------------------- 6pm -------------------- Evensong 

30th  Sutton St Nicholas Church ----------------- 7pm -------------------- Holy Communion - Ascension Day 

 

Table Sale at the Community Lounge on Saturday 18th May 

Christian Aid and Marden Church will have a table each at the Table Sale. 

Please bring Christian Aid envelopes & bags to the event and leave at the table. 

Coffee/tea and cakes are being provided by the W.I. between 9am – 12 noon. 

Christian Aid envelopes can be handed in as well as the door to door collections. 

Come and enjoy a wonderful countryside walk around the Maund Benefice  
and raise money for your local church. 

Starting at Bodenham Church at 10am; Marden Church for coffee at 12pm; Amberley Chapel 
for a soup lunch at 1.15pm; Sutton St Nicholas for 2.30pm; Sutton St Michael for a cuppa at 
3pm and ending at Bodenham Church about 5pm. 

Any part of the walk can be done …. walkers can join and leave to suit.  

Sponsor forms available from any of the parish churchwardens or from:  

Jess Tidball on 01568 797227 or email: jessica.tidball@btconnect.com 

Suitable clothing / footwear essential for all weather conditions. 

Walkers are responsible for their own safety.  

To raise funds for the Maund Group of Churches. 
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& CHURCH  

 Sunday 23rd June 
12 to 2pm 

Also . . . . . MARDEN CHURCH PRIZE DRAW 

At this joint event, the Church will be managing the book 
stall and bric-a-brac as well as refreshments, and we 
welcome any donations or prizes.   

Please get in touch with Jess Tidball on 01568 797227 or 
jessica.tidball@btconnect.com  if you can help. 

 
 

 
 
 

BRECON MALE VOICE CHOIR 
singing at Marden Church 
Friday 14th June at 7.30pm 

Since 1937 the Brecon & District Male Choir has 
performed around Britain and abroad, raising 

money for many local charities. 

This summer they are coming to 
Marden to sing for us.  

Tickets for this event will be on 

the door, £8.50, and includes 

shortbread, strawberries  
and Pimms. 

 

St Mary’s Helping Hands  

Rota for May 

 Altar Guild Church Cleaning 

5th   ----- J Keating/J Thomas  ------ J Keating/J Thomas 

12th   ---  J Keating/J Thomas ------ J Keating/J Thomas 

19th    ---  J Tidball/M Mackay ------ J Tidball/M Lowther 

Yardbirds next working party:  

Saturday 25th May  – 10am to 1pm 

Our church is fortunate to have a large area for parking, 
lots of trees, grassed areas and, of course, a burial area for 
the parish.  Regrettably, we have recently lost the grant 
that paid for regular cutting of the grass, so our volunteers 
who meet once a month to help with outside jobs are vital. 

New helpers are always welcomed (with cups of tea and 
cake). . . just turn up with appropriate clothing. Jobs: 
strimming, path edges, cutting back lower tree branches, 
clearing ivy from listed and war graves, smartening up 
porch door, benches etc.   Thank you for your help. 

 

 

Dear Friends 
Traditionally May, perhaps optimistically, marks the beginning of summer.  May Day celebrations feature 
hobby horses and characters such as Jack in the Green; garlands are gathered and maypoles are danced 
around.  You might even catch a young woman rushing into the garden to wash her face in May dew on the 
first day of the month (though she should perhaps heed the folk-loric warning: “Those who bathe in May 
will soon be laid in clay.”).  This year May also falls squarely in Eastertide, when we celebrate Jesus Christ’s 

resurrection, his appearances to his disciples and then, at the end of the month his Ascension into heaven (an event we will celebrate 
at Sutton St Nicholas at 7pm on 30th May). 

But May also marks an important day in the history of our parishes.  The 20th May is St Ethelbert’s Day; a day when we remember the 
young King who journeyed from East Anglia in the late 8th Century to seek the hand of Aelfrytha, the daughter of King Offa of Mercia.  
Offa, whose court was at Sutton, had Ethelbert murdered and his body thrown into a marsh at Marden.  Many legends grew up 
around this Christian King and both Marden and Hereford were centres of pilgrimage until the Reformation.  A significant feature of 
this was St Ethelbert’s Well within the walls of St Mary’s Church at Marden; a well reputed to have healing properties.   

On 19th May we will be holding a service to remember St Ethelbert and to hold before God all who hold responsibility of leadership – 
particularly at a young age.  During the service there will also be an opportunity to receive prayers for healing and wholeness, for 
yourself or someone you know.  Christians believe that healing through Jesus Christ did not only happen during his time on earth; 
when exercised by people of faith and compassion, this ministry continues to bring life and joy to many people. We know that 
sometimes God works in a person’s life in ways other than how we expect; sometimes wholeness comes first at a deeper level and 
physical healing flows from that. There is a mystery in it. With healing we have to let God be God, though we reasonably ask for what 
we want.  You would be most welcome to you to join us at Marden Church at 10am on 19th May for this service. 

Whatever the merry month of May holds for you, I wish you every blessing,  Paul 

 

 

Marden Church - 200 Club DRAW 

Congratulations to our April winners: 

1st prize ----- £15  ------- No 38 ------------ Alison Leigh 

2nd prize ---- £10  ------- No. 215 ---------- Amy Cotton 

3rd prize ---- £8  -------- No. 66 ----------- Hazel Gould 

4th prize ---- £6 --------- No. 231 ---------- Veronica Wright 

Mike Steadman – 01432 880203. 

Grand Draw with a top prize of £150 will take place at 

the Summer Fete on Sunday 23rd June …. still time to 

sign up to the 200 Club and be eligible to win. 
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