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 MARDEN CHURCH 

2nd            Holy  Communion ................11.15 am ........ Fr. Bob Bates 

  
    

9th    MARDEN CHURCH.......................................................... 11.15 am 

Light up a Life events are very special, full of warmth and love. They are held by hospices across the 
world at Christmastime to remember and celebrate life.  Each light is dedicated to a loved one – it 
could be in memoriam, to celebrate the gift of friendship or to mark a special occasion.  The lights lit at 
these special services are also beacons for everything that St Michael’s stands for – giving care to local 
people and supporting their families and friends, in Herefordshire and the surrounding counties. 

 

 MARDEN CHURCH 

23rd    CAROL SERVICE    ................. 3 pm ...........  Rev. Paul Roberts 

 Followed by mulled wine and mince pies. 
 

24th AMBERLEY CHAPEL  

     CAROL SERVICE .............. 6.30 pm ............ Rev. Paul Roberts 
 

MARDEN CHURCH 

 CRIB SERVICE...................3.00pm ............ Rev Alison Leigh 
 
 

25th MARDEN CHURCH 

                Christmas Day  ............................10.30 am ................. Rev Alison Leigh 
 
 

 
30th   AMBERLEY CHAPEL 

 Group Service ...................................10 am .............  Rev. Paul Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6th  MARDEN CHURCH 

 Holy Communion ................... 11.15 am .................. Fr. Bob Bates 
 

  

13th     MARDEN CHURCH 
      CHRISTINGLE   ------------------ 11.15 am ----------- Rev. Paul Roberts  

 

20th BODENHAM CHURCH 
 GROUP SERVICE ....................... 10.00 am .................... Rev. Paul Roberts 
 
 
 AMBERLEY CHAPEL  

 27th     Holy Communion  ......................... 9.30 am  ................... Rev. Paul Roberts 
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Next meetings:  
Saturday 1st December  

& Saturday 23rd February  
If you are able to help, just 

turn up. (10am to 1pm). 
 

St Mary’s Helping Hands  
 Altar Guild Church Cleaning  

Dec  2nd      ------------Advent  ----------------------B & D Evans 

9th    ---------------  Advent  ----------------------B & D Evans 

15th   ----- Christmas Decorations ------ J Tidball/M Lowther 

23rd ---------------Advent ---------------- J Tidball/M Lowther 

Marden Church 200 Club DRAW 
Winners of the Grand Draw, and December 

and January draws will be announced in 

February.   Mike Steadman - 01432 880203. 
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Dear Friends,   
As we hunker down, switch our lights on earlier in darkening afternoons, our thoughts 
begin to turn towards carols and tree decorations, mince-pies and the wrapping of gifts, 
Nativity plays and family togetherness - that is, always supposing that we have secure 
homes, warm clothes, enough food, an income to pay for presents, and families to love and 
to be loved by.  Those who have all of these things are in the minority in the world and, 
possibly, even in this country. 

Every year, as regular as Christmas itself, Christian ministers will go on about how the significance of the season is 
lost in a sea of commercialism and Jingle Bells or I’m dreaming of a White Christmas on an endless loop.  

Yet in spite of all of that, the Christmas festival continues to have a strong hold on both our imagination and our 
hopes. For many no amount of personal or cultural distraction can spoil that moment when, perhaps in a carol, or a 
prayer, or a Bible reading, a unique stillness falls. In that moment it is as if the world, with all its busyness, holds its 
breath and we are reminded that Emmanuel, ‘God-with-us’ has come into the world.  

The Servant King, born into the muck of a stable, amidst the pettiness and preoccupation of simple lives,  was in that 
moment God’s answer to the conceit of the powerful: that they are ‘in charge’.  

It was into a fearful world and at an anxious time that Jesus Christ was born. He was born into a family that was on 
the move, that had to flee for their lives to a foreign country – a picture repeated up to the present day.  Yet God’s gift 
of love was given both to ‘comfort the disturbed and to disturb the comfortable’.  In 1908 Minnie Haskin wrote these 
words which have brought comfort to so many: 

“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 
unknown.’  And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.  That 
shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way!' So I went forth and finding the Hand of 
God, trod gladly into the night.” 

We shall be celebrating that light coming into the world at our churches this Christmas (see this issue for details of 
services).  We will also celebrate that light into the dark month of January with a Family Candlemas service at 
Marden on 13th  January (11.15am) and the first of our monthly group communion services at Bodenham on 20th  
January (10.00am).   

If you can join us this Christmas, you will hear again St. Luke’s telling of that first Christmas – a message of the 
source of hope that fear cannot destroy: 

“Fear not, for I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all people.  
For to you is born this day in the town of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” 

May God bless you richly this Christmas.                                                              With every blessing,     Paul 

 

The Reverend Roy Leigh 

Everyone connected with St Mary’s Church and Amberley Chapel is mourning the loss of Roy Leigh.  Roy passed 
away on 26th October aged ninety.  He was, together with Alison, one of our local retired clergy.  Perhaps ‘retired’ is a 
misnomer as Roy was very active with both of Marden’s churches, even beyond his 90th  birthday last May.  Not only 
was he always willing to preach, particularly at Amberley, but he was also a regular organist at St Mary’s until quite 
recently, and for many years rehearsed the choir, formed each year for the Christmas Carol Services.  

Roy fully recognised the pressures placed on churchwardens, particularly during interregnum, with finding both 
priests and organists, and could always be depended upon to help; consistently making the churchwardens’ job 
easier.  He will be greatly missed … for his words of encouragement and his firm handshake and smile.  Our deepest 

sympathies go to Alison at this very sad time.    Rest in peace, Roy. 

Benefice Choir Rehearsals 
Marden Church – at 3.30pm  

3rd and 10th December  
 



 

 

As we reach the end of 
another year we should like 
to thank everyone who has 
volunteered at the Church: 
the Altar Guild, flower 
arrangers, cleaners and 
those who provide cakes 
and refreshments and help 
at our fundraising events.   

….. to Sandra who looks after our Community Library 
and to Mike who manages our 200 Club.   

….. to our band of bell ringers who ring regularly for us   

….. to the Yardbirds who turn out in all weathers to keep 
our churchyard tidy and managed 

….. to our organists who provide uplifting and beautiful 
music  

….. to local retired clergy and Janet, our Reader, who 
help deliver church services and spiritual guidance in 
our parish. 

Thank you to all the community who loyally 
support our events and endeavours each year.  
We wish you a very happy Christmas and a 
blessed new year.                                  

Rev. Paul Roberts  
Churchwardens and Marden PCC 
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Saturday from 10 am 

15th December 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Each Christmas we decorate the church for  

this special time of celebration. 
This year our theme will be ANIMALS. 

Everyone is welcome to come and help, 

particularly children, who may like to lend a 
favourite animal toy to add to the displays or, 
perhaps, draw an animal to put on show. It’s 
always a fun morning. 

If you have an idea for a themed display please call 

Jess Tidball on 01568 797227 or email 

jessica.tidball@btconnect.com.   

The display will stay up until twelfth night 

This year we will be featuring ‘ANIMALS’ in our decorations.  
 

  - From 16th December to 6th January 

Decorated especially for children, but everyone welcome.   
 

– 23rd December 3pm 
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies 

 

 – 24th December 3pm 

 – 13th January 11.15am 

Did you know, there are 

nearly 100 different 

animals named in  

the Bible?  
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